irritation. There are two ways 
cataract 
Recent 


: firet, by ripening the 


the 


as 


| 


Clinical Bectures 


= 
= 


2 
: 


cedures, and the extent to which improved means of 


tion; and to avoid some of the causes of failure which other- murs 


wise we should have been unprepared to meet. 


enables us now, more accurately than in former times, to di 
cern the precise consistence and character of the cataract ; 


But it is useful to remember ee 
i shows does 


who ‘il chery toe completely 
roid, who will shortly present two 
racts, but whom it would be hopeless to expect to benefit 


| 


I was able 
moment the 


and up to this 


5 
| 


THE LANCET, .May 26, 1866. : 
As a rule, soft cataracts ri 
aso two kinds of cataract, oven in the young, 
very slowly—the stratitied or zonular, and 
of these I may have presently a few words to 
forms of cataract in which this slow progress 
ly the peculiarities. They are illustrated in a \ 
hospital on whom I operated in February. She a 
womat, in whom the opacity had affected beth 
lenses nearly simultaneously. The outer margins of the lens 
ee in each eye were quite opaque ; from this zone ran inwards 
OPHTHALMIC SURGEON ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL, AND LECTURER faint strie, and their nucleolar opacities occupied the central 
OPHTHALMIC SURGERY IN THE MEDICAL SCHOOL, region of the lens. She was not blind of either eye, but for 
as ears her sight had been misty and inconveniently 
In former lectures I have discussed for some five months she had practically lost 
of ten of which comforts of sight, for her vision was so troubled 
ceeding to relieve cataractous patients. In such a case, ought you to wait till the ) 
which I have had in view im these > full sips, leeving ho patient for a long time 
trate by examples the relative advantages ecful vison? That is old maxim, but it is J 
ay now usefully modify. danger of operating : 
cataract arises from the want of consistence a 
and from its tendency to break up into masses, of i? 
may remain in the eye, and become a dangerous a 
I wish to-day to bring under your notice some points in 
diagnosis, and some particularities in treatment, which are of — the cataractous change in 
less general application, but are not without grave interest. | by dividing the capsule with a needle, and in a 
And first let us speak of cataracts which should or should not the to tho 
‘be operated upon. I have pointed out to you very frequently | lens.__ Von Graefe performs first an iridectomy ; a fe 
the great accuracy with which by means of ophthalmoscopic | 
examination and lateral illumination we may determine in a | 
majority of cases—in all cases at an early stage—the precise | or ¢ e first 
seat of any opacity in the lens, whether it be cortical, nucleo- | ext cobsen : 
t, but 
aq 
of the 
to ad 
to the 
ent the 
land so 
methe 4 
y-fo 
‘menace ing blindness to th makin + 
they neve} re above and belc 
painful capsule. M. W 
1 cases of senile 
the whi factory results froz | 
ich you migh 
mmencing cat _ a 
to examine 
| advaneed age, who ha 
m that fear had been c = 
ination which had been q 
oe of a certain d a 
‘ 
ng at a bright light, an 
ugh the microscope. [found a cortical | of subse 
rresponding to that which he described, | at all. 
lines of altered tissue ; the lens was else- | iridectom 
._Here the amblyopia was functional, | we were : 
redly not from | difficult e i 
to reassure his | pleted, 
of the iris. Wh fi 
the eye largely o 
here are cer- orceps, 
rapidity the ophthalm bh radiating the of per 
uty. oscope show you i iri 
the crystalline—if they be bridge of cornen be left and the i 
large, and the | enough of will often escape into tl 
iong—gou, may even in am old man, a laceration of the capsule dubious and ; 
x | 
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CASE OF QUADRUPLE BIRTH. 
By JAMES WILSON, L.F.P.S.G. 


As quadruple births are, comparatively of very 
rare occurrence, so much so, indeed, that of nearly 140,000 


a 


e feeble powers of life were 

A few minutes afterwards the fourth placenta was e 

and the uterus, being now freed of its contents, ily 
-known tumour above the pubes was 
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Session 1866. 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 
Tuurspay, May 177u, 1866. 
Dr. Burrows, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 
Ar the conclusion of the President’s address, a full report of 
which appeared in our last number, the following committees 


Business Committee.—Dr. Andrew Wood (Chairman), Dr. 
Wood, and Mr. Rumsey. 


presen i 
all probability, be printed in 
. ALEx. Woop thought it 
should i the publi 


3 


enable them to give the subject their best 
ied 


objection which existed 
He would be glad if the 
universities and colleges to 
does not feel able to undertake the charge o 


or might 
found you, who would take charge of it. It would be 
better, if possible, that it should be brought in in the Lords 


seafaring with a view to its progress. 


at the latter of this last , was unable to be out 
Cullen, N.B., May, 1866. 


4 
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r 

{ masks the point of the needle. But when that stage is omitted, 

as in this case, the objection ws 

‘| to complete the section of the cornea give issue to the lens ow 

ji in its capsule without any inconvenience. I am disposed, 

to ecommand farther ral of this proceding 

t other cases of a similar kind. The great safety of the 
of wary combined with iridectomy (Jacobson’s) has —_—— 

been ed by statistics of much interest: no series of 

; cases has ever been published in which the failures have been 

80 few as those which belong to this proceeding. Its dis- 

advantage is, that, owing to the circumstances I have stated, 

j it seems necessary to adopt inferior keratomy and lower iridec- 
tomy, which leave the eye but imperfectly fitted for vision. 

When it is thought right to extract without lacerating the 
capsule, upper section may, as in this case, be adopted with 
with incomparably greater rapidity an certainty than when 
modified to be a addition to our resources in treating 
cataract. 

| REPORT OF A inance Committee.—Dr. Sharpey (Chairman), Mr. Cesar 
Hawkins, Dr. Fleming, Dr. Smith, and Dr. Quain. 

1 Amendment of Medical Acts Committee.—Dr. Andrew Wood 
(Chairman), Dr. Alex. Wood, Mr. Hawkins, Dr. He ad Dr. 
Dr. Sharpey; Dr. Quain, Dr. and 

. Apjo 

De. theb if thise was any latter rem the 

} Home Secretary accompanying the draft of the Bill laid upon 

| cases of accouchement related in the reports of the Dublin the table, it should be read before being referred to the com- 

: Lying-in Hospital but one case of quadruples is recorded, and | mittee. : 

The Prestpent said there were two letters accompanying 
fession who devote their attention more particularly to the the draft Bill, but he thought they ought not to be read at the 
study of the obstetric art, I have thought to give some in that case they would, in 

. of the leading points in the following pecuhar case. edical journals. 

the 16th of March, 1866, I was called to attend Mrs. 

seized with te r. ANDREW WOOD sugges the letters should be 

ap do having read, but that the reporters should be given to understand 

5 to two full-grown male children, both of whom were alive, and and confidential. . 

f eee eageniatinn: The midwife, being of opinion that the letters, together with the 

= that © third obi was yet to be born, thought it advisable and that the reporters be requested 

hould On ining the 

patient, Ifound the two placentss united and not yet expelled : in the the 

ca. making slight traction on the cords, both placente should be read, said that if we 

a] very easily came away. On examining the abdomen I at once draw, it might appear to the public that the Council 

Ki ascertained that the whole of the contents of the uterus were betas ws in some matter which it desired to keep secret, 

ia not e and, on exploring per vaginam, I discovered a | 8nd he did not wish to be placed in that position. 

j third child, the head presenting. The uteri PRESIDENT said there was no question of secrecy, as the 

coming ‘on regularly and briskly, the woman 

a after irth of the second child, was deliv Rumsey said if the were not then read, the re- 

living child, a female, the third placenta foll f the committee to whom they were referred should be 

a minutes. On again examining, I found that hands of the members of the Council a sufficient time to 

fi existed. The uterine contractions ing, t consideration. 

ha descended, and in two hours after the birth of ; 

Fi the woman was safely delivered of a fourth, a AcLAND said he was one of those who objected 

; ee the Council being made public, but as 

ay —_y Med that reporters should be admitted, he tho 

their discretion to report 

. | any portion proceedings. 

The letters in question were as follows :— 

Home Department, May 14th, 1866, 

a The uterine pains throughout this singular case were strong . . 

and effective, not seeming to harass or weaken the patient, y 

a but to fulfil their purpose speedily and safely. As a matter of 7 a : : 

a course, the case just related may be as consisting of Amendment Bill, which seems to him not mydiy ys 

qi coming on at first quietly and slightly, by-and-by increasing the aw 

b in severity, the interval between each pain getting shorter, f the Bill 

i the rupture of the membranes and the escape of the liquor : ; ; , | 

tollo ine end owing to the number of Bills which the Government 

‘ amnii following, and one strong prolonged uterine contraction | $1". House of Commons, the of which is delayed from 

ultimately expelling the fetus, quickly followed by its placenta. | 

4 The children wees all eg ay about the average size day to day from the want of opportunity of advancing them. 

of tring well formed and healthy looking The mother is a 

i stout, compactly built, healthy, and -formed person, of | 

fi the sanguine temperament, and belonging to the 

i: several children. recovered speedily, wi £ 

toward symptom. She had always enjoyed excellent health, (Signed) Cuamas ; 

but, from the tremendous weight of the contents o desired by to 

—I am A you 

J the draft of the Medical Acts Amendment Bill for the con- 

4 sideration of the Council, and to say that he hopes you will 

7 


Tar Laxcer,} 


communicate to them his opinion on the subject as expressed 
in Mr. Murdoch’s letter of the 14th inst., which was uninten- 
tionally marked “‘ Private.” The draft of the Bill would have 


ing memorial from the 
bled 
at = 
“* Having regard to the observations of the President, Pro- 
fessor Acland, in his i address, the committee of the 


icians of approved 
able to devise the 


ing it naturally devolved upon 
i ial was of a most im- 


s, and one of the modes 
the consideration, by scientific 
such as the memorial suggested, 


Bro} investigation. 
istinct purposes: the 


with reference to the subject of education, and in 


Fie entirel 


ity with the 
in the 


it is true, but it is not it has cost.” By 
i ion of Dr. Acland he thought that some- 
to remove the 


way. No doubt there 
eminently adapted to 

‘eved 
would be quite willing to render that assistance without being 


of | paid for it. 


Dr. ANDREW Woop said he had no difficulty whatever in 
coming to a conclusion as to the course he ought to pursue in 
reference to Dr. Acland’s motion. The Council had been ap- 
pointed for the three purposes already specified. Those were 
specific and important duties of a medico-political character ; 
but if they attempted to introduce a new element, so that the 
Council were to become experimenters in physiology, chemistry, 
and the practice of hes be from 
the duties assigned to them, not ing their money in 
with the directions of the Act of Pariamant. 
Looking at the Act, he was ey 
face of the earth would say al 


money in the wa, posed. 
ived by the ¢ Council should be applied in defra 

of carrying the Act into execution ; pay | 
ask Dr. Acland to point out in what way a t of £250 for 
hysiological experiments could possibly uce to that end. 
y Section 15, qualified medical practitioners were entitled to 
registration on payment of a fee not exceeding £2; and the 
Council had f it necessary to tax the profession to the 
specified in the Act. y were able to 
carry Act into proper execution at a less ex they 
were bound to arn tee wre jon the benefit of that diminu- 
tion, and to reduce the registration fee accordingly, instead of 
applying the money to carrying out an indefinite series of ex- 
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would be considerably increased. The other branch of their 
duties related to the management of the Pharmacopeia. Dr. 

m lorwar > you yesterday, but a letter which was | a collection of rules regulations for making certain prepara- 

written on the aubject got mialaid, and the mirtake arising tions, That, however, could hardly be the case, because the 

from its non-receipt was duly corrected this morning. Council took upon itself the responsibility of selecting the 4 
G. Burrows, Esq., M.D. (Signed) Cares Linpiey Woop. their deciding upon a particular list gave a certain sanc- 
Gen chowe The question was, on what 

— in what manner did they make the selection. ; 
concurred in the views of the memorialists on that 

of physiological science and therapeutical progress when it was 

proper that a series of reports or investigations, such as those 
fo-section of Thysiviogy desire pintimare ther | suggested, should be made, and there was no body in the 

opinion of the great advantage which would accrue to physio- ee oe eee ey undertake the duty than the 

logical (and thereby to medical) seience if the General Council Medical Council. He di thst 

should think fit, by pecaniary grants and the appointment of | the Council hitherto the Pharmacopeia Committee had 

suitable persons, to undertake investigations into the physio- | any such duty entrusted toit. He pe abe move—‘‘ That the 

logical action of medicines. A few agents when administered | memorial from the ae per y= su tion of the British 

in poisonous doses have alone been made the subjects of such | Association be received and entered on the Minutes. That, 

oven ana well in conform ggestion of the memorialists, the sum ‘ 

agents as quinine have been admitted for ages, their modes of | of £250 be hands of a committee to be hereafter fl 

cf of | expend whale or part ot ad cam fa. 

action of remedies rests only u i w or sum in 0 inv i, 
servation and general inferences. ie wall tons or report io promote prcie knowledge ofthe 
' Of the extreme difficulty of prosecuting exact physiological in- | efficiency of remedial agents, either of heretofore esteemed ! 

uiries in states of disease, and, above all, of the necessity of | to be of service, or of substances which the progress of science Z 

Socks tow Soalen of tevertantions be, ban in mind | may point out as likely to be of value in the prevention or the 

recent researches of an analogous nature in health the do not | treatment of disease.” Should it be the pleasure of the Council a 

doubt there are physiologists at to make such a grant as he proposed, and to obtain a series of ia 

ability in such researches who would be reports from year to year according to their funds or to the 
methods, and bring the results to a sati Ty conclusion. | length of time the investigations might occupy, he believed 

The committee also venture to suggest that no experiments | those reports would prove to be amongst the most valuable 

should be regarded as satisfactory which (in addition to others) knowledge. 

are not made in ordinary medicinal doses in the diseases for| Dr. Stokes, in seconding the resolution, said that the 

the relief of which the remedies are administered (as well as | Council had been spoken of in rather harsh terms out of doors; } 

in poisonous doses), and which are not performed with all the 

care and exactitude known in modern physiological research. 
_ “That this resolution be signed by the president, vice-president, ; 
and secretaries on the part of the committee, and that the pre- : 

sident be requested to present it to the Medical Council.” the part of the public. There could be no doubt that Medi- 

We tint the nd ash ta the cine required to be placed on a much more scientific basis than 

it at present possessed. It was now simply empiricism; and 

sident of the section of the British Association from which it | that empiricism was only tolerable and oak because it was 

him. The request contained pointed, he thoug/:t it would be advisable that it should b y 

portant character, having regard to one of the highest functions | composed of persons not members of the Council. He did 4 

which the Council had to perform. At the last mesma Se not think it would look well to vote money for the purpose of a 

Council, he (Dr. Acland) suggested the appointment of a com- 

— various ways in which the Council | a 

ight advan ly ex P 

which he 

investigations reports, 

the effects of the various agents which they took upon them- | 

selves the responsibility of including in or excluding from their : 

Lee nen The committee was not appointed. There | i 

was no information before the Council as to whether it had the | 4 

power to make such grants and obtain such reports. It was | ‘ 

said, indeed, last year that they had no such power, and if that : 
peopared move necessary provision should be in- : 

serted in the new Act. There was no doubt that they had q 

ample funds, of which a portion might be alvantageously ex- % 

pended in the manner proposed. They expended last year i 

£1700 upon their annual meeting, and the Pharm: ia had . 

‘cost upwards of £5000. The Branch Council of England had | i 

- placed at their disposal t' Branch ncils and 
otherwise was about £25,000, in addition to their annual in- | | 
come. The annual receipts were very large, and no doubt | : 

business e i iminish the attendi 

wou a very proper one to which to a some portion of a 

thus naved It he un in him to 

ong upon the importance of the ! 

registration of practitioners, the superintendence of education, | periments. those experiments were required, why shou : 

and the publication of the Pharmacopeia. The registration | vot the British Association carry them out, instead of coming / 

had now become a matter of routine » Counci ily | to a body like the Medical Council, which was in no degree a 

all boy, and which ha no right to appropriate itn funds 
to such purposes? With regard to the expenses of the Council, 
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unnecessarily so. Duri 


an immense amount 


to 
he believed 


De 
do 


y unless they visited the examinations in a 


their 


proposal they had no ae 
: t they no power under 
adopt it; secondly, that the profession ought not to be 
the rene hoa of such experiments; and thirdly, 
ey ought to reduce their expenses with a view of levy- 
ciency. 

Sir D. J. Corrigan moved as an amendment, “‘That the 
roposed investigation of the subjects referred to does not come 
thin the province of the General Medical Council, nor, were 
it in its power, has it any legal authority to e: funds on 


for the purpose indicated 
‘but no man of 


ing money in that way with the deliberate sanc- 
e Council, but 
always thou 
had _ never 


f the kind suggested by Dr. Acland, and 

e e did not suppose that Dr. Stokes intended 

the experiments to be carried out in the old-fashioned way, in 
corpore vili, upon the members of the Council ( ter), but 


indicated by Dr. 


With 1 to 


the Materia ica, le experiments, to be satisfactory, 

would occupy an immense amount of time, and he thought it 
would be quite for the Council to undertake them. 
There were other bodies, like the British Medical i 


and the British Association itself — 


il. 

Dr. APsoun said he had heard the proposition 
with great surprise, believing that such an i 
funds of the Council would be contrary to the spirit 
The plan hitherto adopted had been to admit 
properties had been determined, and not to origi in 
tions with reference to the action of new ies, A 
discoveries were not made by ies, but by individ 
he believed that any such as that proposed 
Acland must end in failure. 

Dr. AquiLLa SmiTH admitted the importance of the 
investigati but concurred in the view that the 
not the might as well 

Dr. Quaxy said he quite agreed that i 
and therapeutical inquiries. Moreover, i 
only to publish the mode of preparing drugs 
but also to test the ies of existing drugs and di 
new ones, he f that was a duty which the 
never efficiently carry out. To take a single ill . Many 
persons said that mercury was a poison which should never be 
administered, while others descri it as the sheet-anchor of 

ical medicine, and it would be impossible that such con- 
Fisting opinions could be reconciled. If the Council hereafter, 
in a new edition of the ia, should think 
tical inquiries, Dr. Acland’s 

and determined ; but he main- 


into any inqui 


of 


express an opini 
upon any member of the Council, 
and he y believed that one of the most i 
the Council could do would be to adopt his 


the articles which were included in or exclu 


iodide of potassium, 
the Annales de Chimie as to 


would not have redounded to 


ing in the direction 
Mr. Hararave said the Council had no money to spend in ! their 


a 
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it was true they had been great, but not carrying out the suggested i 
it the past seven years the Comm | the upon 
Ags, of w lish, whic | believed o,f prrsmcaac from men who knew nothing of w 
| y and that, by a | the Council accomplished. The system of py aye 
webs fe now satisfactorily established ; the Council was « its best 
le Council hac m prevented from carrying | to the of education; and to 
a4 out the most important of their duties—the visitation of | the Pharmacopoeia, it was not so perfect as they might 
i) want of power to apply proper funds to that i been prepared. ‘ 2 
2 Council were now entering upon a most important . SHARPEY said that while he rg Ar mr the import- 
+? their duties in reference to education; but how could of the proposed investigations, he did not consider that 
a the work effectivel they came in any way within the functions of the Council. 
1. re see and continuous manner, in order to see | The object of the Pharmacopeia was not to point out the 
views were thoroughly carried out by the different | qualities of medicines or to determine their value. Their duty 
under their su cntiadense? Large sums of money | was to take the medicines in current use amongst medical men. 
9 required for that purpose; and he thought they could | He should like to know if the College of Physicians entered 
fa rt- 
the 
ulry. € comcmed 2a6 had fallen trom Dr. | 
as ood with reference to their want of power to exvend a | 
| could read the Act and not see | 
FE that they had no power in the matter. The proposal involved 
a nothing more nor less than the establishment, under their | 
Lh Dr. Stokes that, if the experiments were carried out, it should | 
be by persons who were not members of the Council, because, | 
i if he understood the memorial, it proposed that the experi- | 
(Laughter: gic aged that thove in | 
i iter.) quite at t in- 
im Mr. Cooper said that the subject was not one that could be 
fy taken up by the Council, and stated that the Apothecaries’ 
— Society instituted examinations in the subjects referred to. 
1g pro hdc vice, and that was an end of the matter. It 
iq appeared to him that they never could maintain a proper Phar- 
, macopoia unless their energies were continually directed to its | 
i il could be performed unless some such measures were 
by De. Actand. By the 24th section 
; of their Act power was given them to “‘ alter, amend, and re- | tained that at the present time they ought not to take the sub- 
; publish” the Pharmacopeia as often as they might deem it | ject into their consideration. 
lis. necessary. Fresh medicines were continually being introduced, | Dr. AcLAND thanked the members of the Council for the 
‘, and the value of oo was constantly questioned, | attention they had given to his proposal. Whatever might be 
iw and he did not see how ey could satisfactorily discharge their the result of his motion on the present occasion, he had no 
F duties unless they had some continuous investigations going on thst would With 
if under their supervision. Dr. 1 was a very | regard to the funds, the Council could feel no difficulty. £250 
4 modest one, and he hoped it would be adopted. a year was so small a sum that he did not believe it could 
ub: Dr. Atex. Woop protested against the doctrine that the | make any practicable difference in the amount of money 
ae: Council had no power to expend money in the direction indi- | levied on the profession. With re to the question 
%) cated. He was not prepared to say that the proposition of 
1; Dr. Acland should be adopted, but he was quite clear they | 
Is had power to expend money in that way—indeed they had | 
t 
ded from com- 
whole charge of the publication appeared to have passed out of aun O BCOpels, LMC 2 arliament required 
} their hands, and they were at present paying gentlemen sums | them to construct a Pharmacoperia, and to ‘‘alter and amend” 
. of money for making experiments in regard to that Pharmaco- | it as they thought fit, and he believed that those words gave 
them ample power to carry out any experiments that might be 
considered n . In addition to the instance of m 
| 
i would refer to a recent article in 
H c gov operly consider how iar | the mode of action of that ~~ He would ask whether it 
| the course suggested by Dr. Acland fell within the province of a e honour of the Couneil to 
Xi those to whom the Government had assigned the duty of pre- | receive such a report as was contained in that article. He did 
ih eas © peeiones Phawmnetpete. He hoped that the Council | not agree with the view that they were limited to operations of 
{| not be carried away with the interpretation of the Act | a purely pharmaceutical kind; but believed that they were 
by two amateur lawyers, but see whether they could not do entitled to obtain full information as to the reasons for in- 
Ing or excluding the various remedial agents brought under 
By consideration. It was not a question of entering imto any 
q 
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Hawkins moved, as an 
should sit on Saturdays from one till four; observing 
Dr. Alexander Wood's motion would 
members to sacrifice three of the most valu- 


BE 


Dr 
expressed his opinion in favour of the | sidered 


i of the committees, and would 
members, who invariabl 
consultation till one o'clock. The country mem- 


without intermission 


Councils or to the General Council? His opinion 
was, that all the reports should be made to the General 


however, to withhold the reports of the 
il desired to have them. 


desire, 
visitors if the Counc: 
NDREW Woop said he had seen it stated in one of the 


of 
of 


(i 


i 


& 
F 
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Dr. Stokes suggested that the ion should be deferred 
until the reports of the visitors i 
the Council. 


examinations were before 


ucation. 
. STOKEs said it was considered that the subject of 


minary education was of even 


fi 


national 
prepared to leave the matter to them when they had 


come up to the req 


their examinations 


of the 


Council had been going on 
had never laid down a curriculum of 


of the 

which the present system of arts examination was 
and, if so, those reports 
sideration in connexion wi 
He looked with considerable favour upon Dr. Andrew Wood's 


the question before the 


feeling it desirable that 


Tax Laxcer,] | 
elaborate investigations. The of the British Associa. | 
of the Society by or commnittons ware | { 
obtained at very moderate sums, and he believed that similar | 
reports might be easily obtained by the Medical Council. Dr. Srorrar said that the report of the committee ae 

A vote was then taken, when there appeared for the amend- | solely to the question of preliminary education, and not 
ment, 16; against it, 5. The amendment was then put and | be mach affected by the reports of the visitors on the question 
carried as a substantive motion. of 

Dr. Atex. Woop moved,—*‘ That when tho of the yr preli- 

Council shall extend over Saturday, the Council on that greater importance than of 
motion was, he said, to le country to re- | visitors w f to have an important upon 
their homes at the end of the week. discussion. 
Parkes seconded the motion. Dr. Anprew Woop said that last year the report of the 
C committee was brought forward on the last day of meeting. 
| The motion upon which the committee was formed had in view 
the laying down of certain ee | 
he twenty-four. mencing their professional study. He was greatly di i 
int or three Londen members would Stokes had stated that the re- 
by the arrangement, it should be remem- | gulation by the Council of the preliminary education of students 
ntry members sacrificed the whole of their | was, if anything, of more importance than that of professional 
S| to the duties of the Council, at considerable inconvenience | education. 
scuniary loss to t TOKES rose to order, and moved that the report be con- } 
J. Connioas on Saturday. 
r. Pacet seconded the motion. 
AIRMAN said the morning meeting would interfere Dr. Axpkew Woop moved an amendment,—‘‘ That the w 
. m Report of the Committee on General Education be re-com- . 
he mitted, and that the committee be instructed to take into con- My 
r sideration and report upon the examinations in general educa- a 
cepted the duties of their office knowing its respon- | tion at present conducted i Oe various national educational 
sibilities and inconveniences. If, however, any member desired | and other bodies recognised the General Medical Council.” 
to absent himself on account of urgent public or private affairs, | He thought the Council was entitled to a full report upon so } 
he had only to ask the permission of the President to do so. In this matter they 

Dr. Atex. Woop, in replying, said the continuous sittings been putting the cart before the horse. They had re- 
affectcd the health of the members un- 
accustomed to such sedentary employment. He thought no m respect of preliminary education ; but the selec- 
committees should sit on Saturdays, and that the members to have been made at random, the requirements 
should be able without asking the permission of the Pre- mining bodies differing very much from each other ] 
sident to leave town in the afternoon. ee | quality and quantity. The proper course would have : 
the compromise proposed by the amendment, as he did not lay down what the Vouncil a? oo 
it would be seceptable to the members ad eurriculam then to 

On a vote being taken, there were for the amendment, 11; | HEE all those ies that attained or exceeded that | 
against it, 6. The amendment was then put and carried as a by the Council. He had no hesitation in 
substantive motion. je thing was said by Dr. Paget last year, 

Dr. SaaRPEy proposed—* That the reports on the visitation | me examinations recognised by the Council 
of examinations by Branch Councils be received, and printed | ee eee 

_ for the use of members of the General Council.” i far short also of the requirements of many . 
visitors appointed by the Branch Councils should be made to the honour to Ss was much fuller a 
mations of some of national educational y 

cul. He did not think that the licensing bodies should be called i 

The PRestpent said the view of the English Branch Council | upon to give up the power of instituting preliminary examina- a 
tions until the recognised national educational bodies had gone { 
‘Councils, who should thereupon report to the General Council. | beyond their requirements, or at least come up to them. He i 

thought it wonld be greatly to the advantage of the profeasion 
| that the report id be sent back to the committee with a | 
| request that the Hawkins should 
Draken Counce be taken into consideration. It might 
sitors, but had resolved on sending in a | matter of preliminary education should be left entirely to the 
to the General Council, instead of the | he was : 
improved a 
he believed it was understood last year uirements 
Jouncil should receive the reports of the | NINN licensin for i 
d not those of the visitors. come youn, and | 
sbeadate ee minary or of e88i studies, and the sooner they did so } 
hoped reports would the better. 
i was . STORRAR L 
n that the visitors’ reports were not to be | could not be considered as an amendment upon the motion of 
ele ee ee Dr. Stokes. Some members might be prepared to support | 
taken, but there was no desire to conceal any- | them both. Dr. Stokes contemplated that some of the reports 
as also a motion for printing the reports of the 
ps, in accordance with the resolution of the . 
il of the 12th April, 1865. | 
then adjourned to Friday. , because he t oug at the time had arrived when :° 
Council might very properly give more precise 
Femay, Ma opinion as to the subjects should constitute arts cur- 
ax, May 18ru. riculum required from persons entering the medical profession. : 
the agenda paper was the consideration | In 1859 Dr. Andrew Wood and himself took very strong views ! 
Committee on the subject of General the . 
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which students should be examined; but a strong 

was brought to bear upon them by Dr. Acland, who advocated 
the scheme by the universities for the purpose of test- 
ing the general education of the country, and recommended the 
Council to do i hich would indicate an interference 


Mr. Casar Hawkins said that no committee at present 
existed, and the report therefore could not be re-committed 
without appointing a fresh committee. 

Dr. Pacer said his only objection to Dr. Andrew Wood’s 
that it might defer a full consideration of the 
late period in the session. If an early day 

for the discussion of the subject, he would vote 
. The report of the committee, 
i The committee 
ualified to consider the subject, and they 
their recommendations; their desire being 
and one that could be carried into 


” Those subjects were not enumerated as the only 
jects for examination, but as subjects without which the 
examination could not be considered satisfactory He then 


ually were. 
ve added one or two to the list of examina- 
of what was recommended by the com- 
, be the hy the 

of Surgeons in burg! 
ACLAND said that on the occasion of the last discussion 
said by him in any way advocating the in- 
universities or the middle-class examinations 


placing prelim’ 

education of students in the hands of persons who made that 
business their profession. Subsequently, however, he said the 

time was come when the Council should act upon the princi 
quis custodiet custodes, and he moved the appointment of a 
— up a list examination which 
required on the students prior to entering 
their Sodiened etalon He believed that Dr. Andrew 
ood was in the majority which threw out that recommenda- 

tion. He did not 


pointed to consider 
session 


the subject in the interval between 
and another. 

Dr. Avex. Woop supported the recommendation of Dr. 
Andrew Wood, and was astonished to hear arguments like 


those the Connell ty This was the 
twelfth meeting of the Council, and they sere Say 
faced the question of what preliminary education should 

further. If the committee was to report at the next 
session, the probability was that, having plenty of time before 
them, the members would meet until just before the meet- 


do full justice to i 
the consideration of the various subj 
The present was a subject 
years, and he believed there 

at the table who was not 


thought 
pon the mini 


of other 


was appointed, it was considered that one of its first | 

shoul to take up that subject ; and it was thought ad 

to communicate with all the schools and bodies throughout the 

world with which they were in communication to inquire what 

means they had to satisfy the College of Surgeons that their 
ions were sufficient. When the recommendations 


| ISS 
wi education of t men 0 e country, but to | 
, accept the tests prescribed by the existing bodies, especially | 
the universities. A sort of compromise was then entered into, | ing of the Council, when they would present a report not so 
well considered or digested as if it had been made during the 
4 lapse of several years, he thought the Council might fairly | sittings of the Council. They must have been sitting to 
+ advance a step farther. He did not think that the arrange- | very little purpose during previous sessions if the committees 
a the vi or rigour which the importance of the subject re- | them. The real business of the Council was done in the com- 
quired. No doubt they had made some pi ; but still, if | mittees, and the reports of the sittings of the Council did not 
1: ere was one blot the effacing of which coal bee onal impor- | d which was devoted to 
na ects brought before them. 
i all been considering for 
| t a single member sitting 
at once to bring all the 
opposed the obstructive proceeding of Mr. Rumsey, which 
1 would postpone the matter to another session. 
| Mr. Casar Hawk1 the first to be 
| taken was to decide u| um for the 
nations, and that could not occupy much time. The 
| 
| for the preliminary examinations, it y 
i on that subject the Council had not sufficiently called to its 
substantially of two ly and the adoption of the first part | Council had formed any list of educational bodies whose exa- 
only was moved by Dr. Stokes. uo savanna gest wae ab de minations they would recognise, the College of Surgeons had 
‘ cussed generally by the Council, but Dr. w Wood made | resolved that after a certain date every candidate should go 
The latter of the | through a preliminary examination. As soon as the Council 
| 2 which does not affirm the ciency of the candidate | 
ee in Latin, and also his knowledge of the elements of geometry 
oa and of the elements of mechanics and hydrostatics, be ac- | 
1 ging bodies, the of Surgeons i 
hy part of the report, because one, at least, of the examinations | receive sufficient evidence of Preliminary examination rom all 
ae which the Council recognised was inferior in its requirements | the educational bodies enumerated in third recommenda- 
the. to HM the committee recommended. He did not say that | tion of the Council, but also recognised testimonials from 
ie it fell ™ infinitely short” of what ought to be the requirements | several bodies not enumerated in the recommendation ; adding 
} of the Council, nor that it fell short of the requirements of the that some other applications, chiefly from the Colonies, were _ 
iy licensing bodies, because he did not know what the examina- | under the consideration of the College, and that similar educa- 
re tions tional bodies at home and abroad would probably from time to 
ti time be t under their notice. The list of the College of 
fis. | Surgeons of England included no less than twelve educational 
| want of repect to tho boone the aye 
Pe: indicated no want of respect to Council, because 
fem wes bagun before the Council cons out ite 
tions. The College of Physicians acted in somewhat 
ee similar way. He by their minutes that three edu- 
an conducted by those bodies. He jomed in the all but unani- | cational bodies not included in the list of the Medical Council 
jst mous wish of the Council to clear the ground of local corpora- | were mentioned to the Council as having been recognised 
Hf. by the College of Physicians. He thought that the Council 
id establish a minimum 
i and then consider the various incl 
ie already adopted by themselves and the d 
 & bodies to ascertain whether they were equal 
mY | ments, it being highly desirable that there 
in formity of action between the Council and th 
upon this enbjest. He should move at the 
he be an instruction to the committee to exten 
: the various examinations which are nis 
if that a committee of the Council should go seriously and elabo- | licensing bodies as sufficient for the quebninasy examina 
i rately into that question, but he was glad to find him support- | of medical students. r 
by ing that view in the year 1866. He should be glad to join Mr. Sus did not eve what geod would be derived from any 
ie heartily in the effort. But, while admitting the importance of | further delay. If the committee could not make up its 
prompt action, he doubted whether report could upon the subject in an hour it never would come to a conela- 
then da sion upon it. He thought the Council had sufficient informa- 
. RuMsEy said he was sorry to appear obstructive, bat he tion before them, and that the subject should be promptly 
By did not see how so important a question could be settled in a | settled. 
ty committee and determined by the Council in one session. It | Dr. Sroxes withdrew his motion on the understanding that 
it appeared to him that the work was one of such gravity and | an early day should be fixed for the consideration of the sub- 
& Speen, involving questions of the greatest interest with | ject; whereupon Dr. Andrew Wood’s amendment became a 
| erence to mental training, that a committee should be ap- | substantive motion. 
ti Sir D. J. ConricaN proposed as an amendment, — “‘ That 
after the year 1867, no certificate of examination in subjects 
ah o—— education be recognised which does not include 
‘ea and Greek, also a knowledge of the elements of geo- 
a 
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metry, and of the elements of mechanics and hydrostatics ; 
and that a list of the examining national educational bodies 
authorised to conduct such examinations, and recognised by 
the General Medical Council, be published from year to year.” 
one element of di which must appear again, and would 
probably occupy many days’ consideration—namely, the de- 
mand that the licensing bodies should altogether give up their 
right { we examination, a proposal to which he for 
one would never give his consent. S coeatenih Dr. Wood 
in thinking that the time had arrived when the Council should 


take the opinion of the Council whether ‘a 
education should be demanded from the student, or whether 
a lower standard ought to be adopted. The only subject he 
had introduced in addition to those recommended “s Dr. 
Stokes, was Greek; and he maintained that the student who 
did not possess a little knowledge of Greek was not com t 
to enter upon the study of his profession. He had y 
been beaten upon that point ; the Council had absolutely 
told medical students that it was not necessary for them 
ixty or seventy years Apothecaries’ Hall demanded a 
a know of language was no longer necessary. If 
that was the course to be pursued by the Council See si 
expect to get answers from students like one of which he 
heard, where a student was asked what was physiology; and, 
think physiology is a fungus.” It was impossible to read a 
book in the lish to go to the ical Gardens 
or the Botanical Gardens, or even to read a newspaper to any 

ir D. J. Corrigan) commended subj to serious 
attention of the Council. a 
Dr. Pacet said he hoped the time would arrive when the 
knowledge of Greek might be demanded from medical students, 
but at present he believed it was not possible. In looking at 
the report from the medical commissioners for the examina- 
tion of candidates for the Royal Navy of 1860, he observed 
that the examiners said, ‘‘ We regret to have to report that in 
a very large number of cases the candidates displayed a lament- 
able ignorance of Latin,” Under those circumstances, he 
Knowledge uf Creek. Among the gentlemen ignorat of 

Ww. i t 
Latin was one who had a dou qualification as a Licentiate 
of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland and the Apothe- 
caries’ Hall, Dublin. 
Sy 

Dr. ALEx. Woop thought that the subject should be left to 
Sir D. J. Corrigan’s amendment, ae oo i 
considered as being opposed to the admission of Greek as one 
of the subjects of imi education. 

Dr. AquiLia SmirH said it was not fair that a charge should 
be brought against the Irish bodies in reference to imi 
examinations, for he observed in the list to which reference 
had been made that one of the gentlemen was a Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of and Licentiate of the 
Apothecaries’ Com 

r. APJOHN, while admitting the importance of a knowledge 
it desirable to enforce it at the present 

e. 


on @ commission in inquiring into the state of 
the public schools of the country, oad the amount of bad edu- 
cation throughout the country was infinitely greater than he 
had LC are If at so early a period as 1867 the Council re- 
quired which it was utterly impossible to get, they would 
not only not get the Greek, but would not obtain the 


other things. What they wanted was a sound education, 
beginning, if , with English alone, and then pro- 
ceeding to Latin and the elements of mathematics. Consider- 
ing the value of French to a professional man, he doubted 
ice it was not of more importance than Greek, and it 
should be remembered that the Council had a chance of getting 
the one where they had no chance of getting the other. He 
hoped that Dr. Corrigan would not press his amendment, but 
would leave it to the deliberation of the committee. 

Mr. Rumsey said if the did not include a recom- 

ion in respect of Greek, then would be the time to 
bring forward Sir D. J. Corrigan’s — 

Sir D. J. Corrigan said he would jopt the view, and with- 
draw his amendment for the present. 

Dr. Wood's motion for the appointment of a committee was 
then unanimously adopted, and the following members were 

inted :—Dr. Stokes (Chairman), Mr. Hawkins, Dr. Acland, 
Dr. Paget, Dr. Storrar, Dr. Fleming, Dr. Thomson, Dr. Apjohn, 
Sir D. J. i Dr. Quain, Dr. Parkes. 

Mr. Ca#sar moved,—‘‘ That it be an instruction 
to the committee to extend their inquiry to the various exami- 
nations recognised by the several licensing bodies as sufficient 
for the examination of medical students which are not included 
in the list of the Medical Council.” 

Dr. Stokes said that the effect of Mr. Hawkins’s 
would be to adjourn the question sine die. If they were to go 
into the character of all the examinations, there would be no 
end to the inquiry. Their business was to ex an opinion as 
to what minimum of preliminary education should be required. 

Sir D. J. CorriGan agreed with the view expressed by Dr. 
Stokes. He said that — i by 
Royal Co! of 0 was the Belfast 
Ireland. "The College of Surgeons had been applied roy 
know on what grounds the examination of that body was re- 
—- but it had not replied to the seer. 

. CasarR Hawks said that the Council of the College of 


A correspondence with the Army Medical Department was 

read, in which Sir J. B. Gibson declined, in the name of the 

of State for War, to furnish returns containing infor- 

mation such as that supplied in the returns from the Director- 

General of the Navy, on the ground that it might lead to the 
identification of candidates. 

Sir D. J. Cornrican said the returns from the Army Depart- 
ment were perfectly worthless. They wanted to ascertain 
which were the bodies that had not instituted a sufficient 
examination either in preliminary or = subjects. 
For instance, in the last return from at a there 
were two or three bodies candidates from whi 
utter ignorance of Latin. The Army returns were of no use to 
the Council, because they did not point out what was faulty in 
the examinations. He should not like to say anything 
would appear disrespectful or discourteous to the Director- 
General of the Army Department,—but the returns, without 
giving the licensing bodies which had not executed the exa- 
minations, were for all their worthless. The Army 
returns did not give them the information which they ob- 
tained in the returns from the Navy: namely, what were the 
bodies which sent in students so ly taught as not to know 
a word of Latin. 

Dr. Parkes moved that the returns be received and entered 
on the Minutes. He was not there to be the spokesman of the 
Secretary of State and the Director-General. They, however, 
had considered the point, and had decided (as he thought very 
rightly) that it was undesirable to furnish the returns in the 
form required by the Council, and for this reason, that it was 
not right to subject gentlemen to the possibility of identifi- 
cation. 

Dr. ANprEw Woop seconded the motion, which, after some 
discussion, was, with Dr. Parkes’s consent, amended as fol- 
lows: ‘‘ That the communications from the Director- 
of the Army Medical Department be entered on the Minutes, 
and that the Registrar be directed to apply to the Director- 
General for the returns promised in these ys : 

The motion as amended was put to the Council, and 


agreed to. 

The following communications from the Director-General of 
the Medical Department of the Navy were read, with returns 
of the examinations of candidates :— 

Admiralty, W.C., Feb. 2ist, 1806. 


Srr,—With reference to oo letter of the 27th of May, 
x 


| 
| 
y down what it considered to be a mipimum of education ; | 
and on that subject he thought the members had all the in- 
formation before them which they were likely to obtain. If 
the subject was again referred to the committee—and he had 
no objection to that course,—he HP there should be an 
; expression of opinion on the part of the Council as to what it Z 
would expect the committee to recommend. He wished to 
Surgeons had satisfied itself of the sufficiency of the various f 
educational bodies whose examinations they recognised. 
The motion of Mr. Cesar Hawkins, not being seconded, { 
fell to the ground. j 
1 
| 
| 
| 
Dr. Storrar said that in voting against the amendment he 
did not desire to be considered as putting his veto upon a 
knowledge of Greek. The great thing was to secure a proper 
educational discipline, which might be acquired by means of 
Latin, or even by English, so as to qualify a man to enter upon | 
his professional studies. For the last fifteen months he had 
| 
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1864, I have the honour to forward, for the information of the 
General Council of Medical Education and Registration of the 
United Kingdom, a report from the Board of Examiners on 
the examinations of candidates for medical commissions in the 
Royal Navy during the year 1865. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your very humble servant, 
Dr. F, Hawkins, A. Bryson, Director-General, 
Registrar of the General Council of Medical Education 
and Registration of the United ningdom, 
32, Soho-square, W. 

Admiralty, Somerset House, Feb. 14th, 1866. 

Srr,—-We have the honour to acquaint you, for the informa- 
tion of the General Council of Medical Education and Regis- 
tration of the United Kingdom, that-— 

1. During the year 1865 twenty-one candidates 
themselves for examination for commissions as assistant-sur- 
geons in the Royal Navy. 

2. Of these four had been previously examined and rejected ; 
and one underwent two examinations during the twelve months, 
having been unsuccessful on the first occasion. 

3. Of the total number of candidates who presented them- 
selves, twelve were successful and were admitted into her 
Majesty's service, and nine, having failed to satisfy us as to 
their professional knowledge, were rejected. 

4, Of the twelve successful candidates, five passed good ex- 
aminations, two moderately good examinations, and five in- 
different examinations. 

5. Of the five candidates who were twice examined, two 
passed good examinations on the second occasion, and three 
were again rejected. 

6. The majority of those rejected were utterly ignorant of 
the Latin language, two failed altogether in anatomy and sur- 
gery, and two were so ignorant of materia medica that it 
would have been dangerous to have them as qualified. 

7. The accompanying table supplies the information re- 
quested by the Medical Council with reference to the qualifi- 
cations of the candidates, and the points on which they were 
chiefly deficient. 

8. Appended to our letter to you of the 6th of March, 1865, 

ing on the examination during the previous year, was a 


list of the subjects on which the candidates had at different 


times been examined, and which we stated, when put in the 
interrogative form, gave a fair idea of the general of 
the questions put to the candidates. As the nature and scope 
of the examinations in no respect differed during the year 
1865, we do not consider it necessary to forward another list 

9. In ing our expressions of regret that so much igno- 
rance of the Latin language should be displayed by a large 
proportion of the candidates who submit themselves for ex- 
amination, we are sorry to have to add that many of the 
manuscripts sent in-by the candidates have given evidence of 
such an ignorance of orthography and of the most ordinary 
rules of English mar and composition as could hardly 
have been credited in members of a liberal profession. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servants, 
E. Hriprren, Inspector-General. 
Joun Saumon, Deputy Inspector-General. 
Wa. R. Smart, Deputy Inspector-General. 
Avex. E. Mackay, M.D., Deputy Inspector-General., 
Dr. Bryson, C.B,, F.R.S., &c., Director-General, &c. 


Statement of the Qualifications, according to Schedule A, of 
the different Candidates who were examined for Medical Com- 
missions in the Royal Navy in 1865, with the Results of the 
Examinations, 

No, 1.—Liec. R. Coll. Phys. Lond., Mem. R. Coll. Surg. Eng, 
Passed an indifferent examination. 

No. 2.—Lie. R. Coll. Phys. Edin., Lic, R. Coll. Surg. Edin. 
Rejected, 2nd exam. tin examination bad; Anatomy in- 
different ; Surgery > 

No. 3.—Mem. R. Coll. Surg. Eng., Lic. Soc. Apoth. Lond, 
Passed, 2nd exam. A examination in all branches. 

No. 4.—Mem, R. Coll. Surg. Eng., Lic. Soc. Apoth. Lond. 
Rejected, 2nd exam. Surgery only fair; deficient in all 
other branches excepting Anatomy. 

No. 5.—Lic. R. Coll. Surg. Irel, Passed an indifferent exa- 
mination. 

No. 6,—M.B. Univ. Aberd., Mast, Surg. Univ. Aberd. Passed 

o. 7.—Lie. R. Coll. Surg. Irel, Rejected, Utterly ignorant 
of Latin; Manuscript bad, P . 


No, 8,—Lic, F. Phys. Surg. Glasg., M.D. Univ. Glasg. Passed 
examination. 


a good 

No, 9.—M.D. Univ. Aberd., Mast. Surg. Univ. Aberd. Passed 
a good examination in all branches. 

No. 10.—Lic. R. Coll. Phys. Edin., Lic. R. Coll. Surg. Irel. 

Passed a moderately good examination. 

No. 11.—Mem. R. Coll. Surg. Eng., Lic. Soc. Apoth. Lond. 
Passed an indifferent examination. 

No. 12.—Mem. R. Coll. Surg. Eng., Lic. Soc. Apoth. Lond. 
Rejected, 2nd exam. Utterly ignorant of Latin. 

No. 13.—Lic. F. Phys. Surg. Glasg. Rejected. Utterly 
i useript bad. 


Q. C. Phys. Irel., Lic. R. Coll. Surg. Irel., 
Lic. Mid. K. & Q. C. Phys. Irel. Rejected. Deficient in 
Anatomy, Surgery, and Latin ; Manuscript indifferent. 

No, 16.—Lie. R. Coll. a. Irel. Rejected. Utterly ignorant 
of Latin; Manuscript bad. 

Surg. Rejected, Ist exam. 
Deficient in Chemistry, Materia Medica, Midwifery, and 
Botany. Passed, 2nd exam. A good examination in all 
Surgery, which was fair. 

No. 18.—Lie. R. Phys. Lond., Mem. R. Coll. Surg. Eng., 
Lic. Soc. Apoth. Lond., M.D. Univ. St. And. Passed an 
indifferent examination. 

No. 19.—Mem. R. Coll. Surg. Eng., M.B. Univ. Edin, Passed 


a good examination. 
No. 20.—Mem. R. Coll, Surg. Eng. Rejected. Utterly 
Trel., Lic. Apoth. Hall, Dubl. 
Mat 


i t of Latin. 
be Deficient in istry, edica, Mid- 
ery, 


No. 21.—Lic. R. Coll. 
On the motion of Dr. Pacrt, seconded by Dr. Sroxss, it 
was resolved—‘‘ That the thanks of the Medical Council be re- 


War, asking the Council to in what initials were to be 
used in describing medical qualifications in the Army List. 

Sir D. J. Corrigan moved,—‘‘ That the communication 
from the Under-Secretary of State for War be entered on the 
Minutes, and > for to a 
mittee consisti ollowing: Sir D. J. Corrigan, Dr. 
Alexander Woot and Dr. Embleton.” 

Dr. SHARPEY seconded the resolution, which was spat to. 

The next subject for consideration was a letter Dr, 
Mackesy, President of the Irish Medical Association, relative 
to defects in medical education. 

The letter was read by the Registrar, and a motion was mado 
by Dr, Paget, and seconded by Dr. Apsouy, that it be entered 
= Minutes and referred to the Committee on Preliminary 

ucation. 

Mr. Syme thought great inconvenience would arise from 
entering a communication of that character on the Minutes. 

Dr. AtEx. Woop said if it was correct that Dr. Mack 
was a le member of the profession, and if the Iri 
Medical iation was composed of respectable members of 
the profession, they could not refuse to enter the communica. 
tion on the Minutes and refer it to the committee. 

Dr. Suarpey thought they would not incur any charge of 

i if ee Minutes that “‘ A letter was 
read from Dr. Mackesy enclosing the following resolution,” 
and then insert the resolution. That would answer every 


Dr. Pacer said he had no objection to his motion assuming 
that form. 

Sir D. J. Conrican said if they put the resolution upon the 
Minutes without Dr. Mackesy’s letter, they would admit the 
truth of the charge made against them ; it would read as if 
the imputation was right, that the Medical Council had failed 
in their duty. The — in Dr. Mackesy’s letter was from 
a letter of his own. He wrote a letter in defence of the Council. 
When he saw that resolution passed, and the charges made 
against the Council that they had failed in doing their duty, 
and that no absolute return was given for the expenses in- 
curred, he wrote a letter to Dr. Mackesy, stating that the 
Medical Association were under an erroneous impression ; that 
the Medical Council had only power to issue recommenda- 
tions—in other words, that the charge made against them by 
the Association was unfounded, Dr. Mackesy at once ex- 
plained that in Ireland, and had written a letter to the Council 


} 
‘] 
t | No, 14.—Mem. R. Coll, Surg. Eng., Lic. Apoth. Hall, Du 
Ss Passed a good examination in all branches. 
} f turned to the Director-General of the Medical Department of 
i i | the Navy, for his valuable communication relative to the exa- 
: mination of candidates for medical commissions in the Navy.” 
; | A communication was read from the Under-Secretary for 
| 
fi 
{ 
ay 
i, 
yurpose. 
| | 
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explaining away the resolution, stating that it was passed in 
error; and finding that the Council had not the power, sug- 
gested that they ought to go to Parliament to seek for that 
power. On those grounds he ry Dr. Mackesy’s letter, 
ther with the memorial, should be inserted on the Minutes. 
. AnpREw Woop quite with the last er. He 
had read the nw of the Irish Medical Association, and the 
tone that was adopted in speaking of the Medical Council was 
not exactly a 1 one. The Medical Council were 
soundly rated and abused as utterly incompetent and every- 
thing that was bad. He read that with very great pain, be- 
cause no Council could hope to achieve anything worthy of 
them if they were to be continually met by heavy blows and 
discouragements from every quarter. He asked permission to 
read some extracts from an address delivered by Dr. Mac 
to the Medical Association at a meeting held at Limeric 
Junetion, in which he entered fully into his grounds of griev- 
ance against the Medical Council. He commenced by saying: 
“* The subject first in order, and most interesting to the pro- 
fession generally of the United Ki , has reference to the 
working of the Medical Act and the Medical Council, and it is 
with much reluctance and with regret I have to say that 
the medical profession have been sadly disappointed in the 
ical ts of that enactment. I think | give expression 
attribute our 
pointment to the want of unanimity of action and firmness 
e pe of the Medical Council in not having as yet, after a 
a of seven years, made due provision for the preliminary 
ucation of students intended for the medical profession.” 
Dr. Wood quoted Dr. Mackesy’s address at pa and 
said he trusted they would be in a position before the close of 
the session to say that they had taken means such as would 
prove effectual, in the first place, for preventing illiterate 
students from entering the profession, by laying down, as they 
ought to have done long ago, a minimum curriculum of study 
in regard to prelimi ucation, and that they should take 
means by the visitation of those examinations, as well as of 
others, to see that it was carried out. He felt indebted to Dr. 
Mackesy for the kind and gentlemanly manner in which he 
had written; but could not help expressing regret that the 
members of the medical profession, meeting together as they 
did in Ireland, should have spoken of the Council in a manner 
which was anything but respectful. 

Dr. Parxes said they should not gain anything b ents 
either the letter or the resolution on the Minutes. He mov 
“That the Council pass on to the orders of 

Mr. Syme seconded the amendment. 

Sir D, J. Conrigan said Dr. Wood had regretted that the 
Irish Medical Association had spoken in terms of censure with 

to the Medical Council. He held it to be the very life 
of the Medical Council, as of any other public body, to be sub- 
ject to attack, sometimes correctly, sometimes erroneously. 

e would invite, not exactly censure, but criticism, on every 
act they did. In the present case he would from that, 
and say that he valued just as they deserved those censures or 
criticisms that might be offered on his acts by the Medical 
Council; but with re: to the Medical Association was it a 

course—was it a course consistent with anything they 
ever done, that a communication coming from a man in 
Dr. Mackesy’s position, and from a meeting comprising over 
two of medical profession, should be 
disregarded? He put it to their good feeling whether, when 
they received a letter from a man in his tion, and a reso- 
lution of so large a body of the profession, use it happened 
that there was something they did not like, they were to 
so insulting a resolation as that proposed. He e dk 
strong , but really not so strongly as he felt, the sen- 
timents that grew up in his mind in reference to such a course 
as that proposed by Dr. Parkes. 

Mr. Syme said that, so far from there being any want of 

t in the course Pace by Dr. Parkes, it was really the 
most kind towards Dr. Mackesy. There was a resolution from 
a meeting in Ireland which Dr. Mackesy knew to be erroneous, 
and he wrote a letter in explanation. “Was it any compliment 
to them to publish their erroneous statement? He thought 
not, and that the proper way and the kind way was to pass on 
to the orders of the day. 

Mr. Harcrave would vote against the amendment in the 
most decided manner, It was tantamount to an insult on 
Dr. Mackesy and the profession generally. : 

The Prestpent said he did not know whether the Council 
bore well in remembrance all that was contained in the letter 
of Dr. Mackesy with reference to the resolution, He quoted 


the general feeling of the profession when 
disaj 
on t 


part of a private letter from one of the members of the Council, 
and that member had got up in his place and acknowledged 
himself to be the author of it; but he was rather surprised, 
whatever that gentleman's private opinion might be with re- 

to the Medical Council in general, that he should wish 
that private opinion to be published to the world at large. It 
was a very strong ex ion of opinion with respect to the 
conduct of the Council, and also with reference to the conduct 
of the various licensing bodies that were represented in the 
Council. Although of course it would be proper that due 
notice should be taken of a communication from such a gentle- 
man as Dr. Mackesy, and from a body of practitioners, he 
thought it was a doubtful question as to whether they ought 
to it on their Minutes that letter of Dr. Mackesy contain- 
ing such a very severe criticism upon the Medical Council. It 
was incorrect. They had not done as much as they 
could wish to do or ought to have done ; but when it was said 
they had no power whatever, that several corporations might 
do as they hked, that there was existing among the corpora- 
tions which were represented at the Council a free trade, 
underselling one another, and that there was no hope of any 
amendment, it did seem to him that to put upon their Minutes 
a letter of that kind was a matter of very doubtful expediency. 
It might be right to refer the letter to the Committee on 
General Education, but there would be great impropriety in 
printing it on their Minutes. 

Dr. ALEx. Woop said it was of immense importance that it 
should be preserved somewhere in the records of the Council. 
It was a very serious matter when gentlemen left that Council 
table that they should go and furnish materials for attacks 
upon the Council. He cared as little for abuse as Sir Dominic 
Corrigan or any other gentleman could do, and thought they 
had nothing to do with appeals made out of doors. It was 
their duty to do what they thought right, and to care nothing 
for what was said. It was one thing when a member of the 
Council, taking in the discussions, criticised their powers ; 
but it was a totally different thing when he dared to attribute 
motives to members which were utterly unworthy of them as 
gentlemen or as representatives of the bodies on whose behalf 
they appeared there. For his own part he disclaimed the 
suggestion, and it was for Sir Dominic Corrigan to say to 
whom he alluded when he dared to say that members of that 
Council came to that board to try and promote the selfish in- 
terests of the boards which sent them. They came there for 
the sole purpose of discharging their duty to the profession at 
large, and from no selfish considerations. He could appeal to 
many instances to show how little the individual interests of 
the bodies sending them were considered when they had to 
consult the general benefit of the profession. He was asto- 
nished that Sir Dominic Corri could write such a letter, 
and still more astonished that he should rise and ask them to 
enter it on their Minutes. He owed them an apology for 
having written that letter, and he owed them another apolo 
for having dared to characterize it as a defence of the Counal, 
which was adding insult to injury. 

Sir D. J. Corrigan said he would endorse every syllable 
in the extract. The same opinion had been repeated over and 
over again in that room, and had appeared in the public press. 
He had called it “‘ medical competition,” and ‘a matter of 
shops ;” and he now repeated it, He had not said a word in 
that letter that he had not said over and over again at the 
Board. He was surprised that of all men in the world a 
member of the College of Physicians of Edinburgh should 
dare to stand up and accuse him of making an unwarrantable 
charge; when it was the fact that before the Council was in 
existence a year, that College sold its licences for ten guineas 
each, without examination, to every man that went before it. 

Dr, ALEx. Woop: The statement is decidedly untrue. 

Sir D. J. Cornrican said he would repeat it again; and ap- 

to the recollection of every gentleman in the Council if 

the College of Physicians of Edinburgh did not issue a notice 
at they would give their licences in Medicine without any ex- 
amination to every man entitled to be registered. That did 
occur ; and he (Sir Dominic) brought forward a resolution at 
that time that no licence that was given without examination 
should be entered on the Register. How was that met? By 
an ad misericordiam ment by the same person who now 
came forward and said that he (Sir Dominic) imputed wrong 
motives. Did he not come forward and state they would not 
repeat the offence? Was there a ——- at the table who 
would not endorse the statement that the College of Physicians 
of Edinburgh obtained a large fund— £10,000—by giving 
diplomas to men whom they never examined? Was a charge 
corruption to be brought against him of imputing motives 
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when that was their conduct? He remembered one icular 
instance where they required that there should a cer- 
tificate from some brother practitioner to state that the person 
who presented it was a fit member for their licence. What 
occurred in his own instance? He refused to comply with the 
application, And what did the College of Physicians of Edin- 
burgh do’ Their Registrar wrote to him to know why he 
refused the certificate. In other words, they wanted to 
the ten guineas, and pushed him into a corner to know why 
he refused to give a certificate of competency to that particular 
applicant. It mattered not whether the man had an apothe- 
cary’s licence or a surgical licence, or a mere licence in mid- 
wifery. The College of Physicians of Edinburgh opened its 
arms and said, ‘‘Come to us, and we will give you all you 
want.” He called what was going on amongst the licensing 
bodies a matter of shops, and had no hope of them as long as 
the present disgraceful competition existed. It had been 
stated that he was wrong in saying that the Council had no 
power to enforce uniformity of education. 

The Present said that Sir Dominic Corrigan could not 
address the Council on that point. 

Sir D. J. Corrican said the President had stated that 
he (Sir Dominic) was in error, and he had a right to reply. 

Mr. Syme rose to order. It was his intention to move a 
vote of censure upon Sir Dominic Corrigan for prom i 
opinions so inconsistent with facts, and he would then have an 

unity of explaining his conduct. 

ir D. J, Corrigan said he avowed the extract in Dr. 
Mackesy’s letter to be his own, and the President said he had 
committed an error. That was a personal attack. The error 
that the President said he committed was that he asserted the 
General Council had no power to enforce a uniform curriculum. 
He would not detain the Council longer, but would simply 
assert that there was not a word in the letter which he had 
not said before, and should not again repeat. 

Dr. Parkes said the amendment which he moved would not 
be in any way considered as an insult to Dr. Mackesy. The 
simple intention was to prevent a resolution being entered on 
the Minutes which would never have been passed had the 
Association then had the information which Dr. Mackesy after- 
wards obtained. 

Dr. QUAIN said it was a matter of very little moment whether 
the ings were entered on the Minutes or not. It would 
be a far more dignified and satisfactory ing to have 
those statements referred to the committee, who id answer 
the communication. 

Dr. StorRAR thought the letter and resolution were about 
the most wholesome style of communication they had had 
since the constitution of the Medical Council. Granted that 
there was an error in the resolution, yet it was an important 
appeal from upwards of two hundred medical practitioners, 

inting out that the real dignity of the profession could best 
a maintained by raising the character of medical education. 
He should be glad for the resolution to appear upon the 
Minutes, in order that it might be published throughout the 

and breadth of the land, and be a sort of to invite 
other members of the profession to come forward, rally round, 
and give them the support they sorely needed. 

Dr. Pacer not the amend- 
ment proposed by Dr. Parkes, as it would not be respectful to 
Dr. Mackesy and the Medical Association. 

The amendment was put to the meeting, and negatived. 

Dr. AcLanD said he should be very happy to vote for the 
original motion if Dr. P would consent to withdraw the 
words “‘ be entered on the Minutes and.” and er as an 
amendment, that the resolution should —‘* That the 
letter from Dr. Mackesy and the refolution of the meeting of 
medical practitioners at Limerick Junction be referred to the 
committee.” He thought the fullest respect would be shown 
to Dr. Mackesy by referring it to the committee; and if 7 
were pre to p anything substantive u it, 

Dr. ANDREW Woop seconded the amendment, which was 

t to the Council, and carried. It was then put as a substan- 

ive motion, and agreed to. 

The Council then adjourn: 


Saturpay, May 19rn. 


An ication was read from Mr, William Adams (late of 
St. Ives) to be restored to the Register. 

It appeared that an erroneous announcement of his death 
was made in the obituary column of Tur Lancer, and as it 


for some time ‘remained uncontradicted his name was struck 
off the Register. The Registrar stated that steps had been 
taken to ascertain that sag) applying to have the name 
re-entered was really Mr. William and that satisfac. 
tory evidence had been afforded. 


Mr. HarRGRAVE moved, and Mr. CoorEer seconded, a reso- 
lution that the name be restored to the Register; which was 
to. 


ic Organ, prayi t he might 0 to present 
himself at one at with a view to being 
restored to the Register. Similar petitions had been made in 
1860 and 1864, but the Council declined to accede to them. 

Mr. Rumsey asked whether the Council had any legal power 
to prevent any person from applying to any of the examining 

ies. 

The Prestpent said the standing order was: ‘‘ The Council 
recommend that any person whose name shall be once removed 
from the Register shall not be permitted to examine for any 
new qualification without the consent of the General Medical 
Council.” Mr, Organ was therefore anxious to obtain that 
permission, thinking that he could not without it. 

The Recistrar read the minutes of the previous applica- 
tions. The charge stated by the Chairman against Mr. Richard 

in 1860 was as follows: ‘‘ It is against you that 
you are not of any qualification entitling you to 
registration under the Medical Act of 1858; that certain of 
the representations contained in your memorial to this Council 
dated 12th Jan , 1859, are untrue; and that your name 
has been incorrectly placed on the Register ; — and, further, 
that you have been guilty of conduct infamous in a professional 
respect in endeavouring to obtain by fraudulent means a diploma 
from the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh.” 

Dr. Aqurtia Sirs said that Mr. Organ did apply to the 
College of Physicians in Ireland before the standing order was 

and the College unanimously rejected the application. 

Mr. Syme thought that if Mr. Organ had expressed at first 
the same contrite feeling that he appeared to do now, the 
Council would have been disposed to yield to his application. 
A great deal of the contumacious uct he then exhibited 
e i question was whether his im- 
proper conduct in endeavouring to obtain a diploma surrep- 
titiously was to bar him for ever from entering the profession. 
He proposed that the petition should be received; that, in con- 
sideration of the regret which he expressed and his promises, 
he should be permitted to present himself before some licensing 
body for examination. 


Richard Organ’s name from the Register, 


w 
Mr. Syme said, having heard the statement made by Dr. 

Alexander Wood, he would certainly withdraw his motion. 
Mr. Rumsey said that if he had aware of the circum- 

oe ee stated he would never have seconded the motion 


Dr. Woon seid his motion would ctend thes: “Ona 
review of the case of Richard Organ, the Council decline to 
accede to his petition.” 

Dr, Aguitia seconded the resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted. 

A letter was read from Dr. Steele, regi of the Branch 
Council for Ireland, enclosing an application from a student to 
have the period of his regi ion from the commence- 
ment of the session in the course of which he had completed 
his preliminary education. 

e PRESIDENT said it appeared to be a case for the con- 
sideration of the Branch Council of Ireland. 

Dr. AquiLia Suita said they thought it better to refer it 
to the General Council, as it might involve a bad precedent. 
He was able to assert as a fact that in one school in Dublin 
certificates were given of at lectures when the 
young men never ed. 

Sir D. J. Corrigan wished to refer to the gen of a 
section of the Branch Council to see how far the wishes of the 
General Council were complied with. It was quite plain that 
as soon as the licensing body opened its door to the abuse of 
not complying with the regulations of the whole Medical 
Council, they might as well sweep the regulations away. He 
read a communication which stated that the whole of the 
students in the University of Aberdeen came under the head 
of exceptional cases, and that they were all admitted. That, 
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was departing from their ions, and if they could not be 
enforced, it was better to throw them aside. He had also a 
communication from the University of Glasgow, stating that 
the exceptional list of medical students in that University on 
the 12th of January, 1866, amounted to sixty-one, fifty-one of 
whom had passed in all the branches of prelimi examina- 
tion. That list was handed by the registrar to Dr. Thomson 
on the 12th of January, 1866, with the following letter, which 
rendered further explanation unnecessary :—‘‘ Sir: In trans- 
mitting to you the accompanying list, I am directed to state 
that, as, according to the present regulations of the University 
of Glasgow, medical students are in certain cases admitted to | 
enter upon their professional studies previous to their having | 
thought expedient not to ado e of registration advised 
by the Medical Council.” The a uence would be, that | 
students who would be refused in London would go to Glas- 
w and pass an examination. The question resolved itself 
into this: the Medical Council must confess that it had no | 
pore to enforce its regulations. At all events, they could not 
id up that young man as a scapegoat, and pass over that 
astonishing list showing that the whole of the medical students 
in December, 1865, who attended the Universities of Glasgow 
and Aberdeen were exceptional cases. 
Dr. ANDREW Woop, as a Scottish member of the Council, 


was extremely obliged to Sir Dominic Corrigan for bringing | 


the matter forward ; for his colleagues of the Branch Council | 
of Scotland would bear witness that at the time this was done | 
he raised his protest against it, and stated in as strong words 

as Sir Dominic Corrigan could use that he felt it was practically | 
a defiance of the Medical Act and the Medical Council ; and 

that unless some means could be taken for getting quit of such | 
recalcitration he did not care how long he omer A a member | 
of the Medical Council, or how long the Medical Act continued | 
in existence. Those were his opinions, but still he could not | 
agree that were to sit down calmly and deliberately and 
say they could do nothing, they had done nothing, rm they 
would do nothing. Since they had had the one side of the | 
question with to the Glasgow University, he wished to | 
state the other side of the question with regard to the Uni- | 
versity of Edinburgh. He wished to state it simply to show | 
Sir Dominic i that whatever might be the case at | 

nt 


pas they 


had ~ done good, and that if they would | 
t vere and use the influence they ought to have, and | 
which he hoped they would have, they would succeed in their | 
object. The University of Edinburgh cme to the Privy 
Council for power to put out of their o the words | 
which were proverbial in the Council,—‘‘if possible ;” the | 
Privy Council had granted that, and now in the University of | 
Edinburgh, whatever might be done elsewhere, for the future | 
no man would be eet to commence his professional studies 
until he had passed his 
was quite convinced that the influence exercised oe events | 
which had taken place in the Council had been the means of | 
effecting that a. He thought Sir Dominic Corrigan should | 
feel himself to move some resolution condemning what | 
had been done in the G w University, and condemnatory | 
of what might be done in like manner in any other body what- | 
ever. He was glad he could come into court with clean hands, | 
assuring the Council that their College had for some time past, | 
ever since the Council had promulgated its resolutions, ad- 
mitted no man to registration as a medical student until he 
had passed his full examination on the subjects of general 
education. He was very glad indeed that the subject had 
been brought up, because Scotland was suffering in a point in 
which she should be jealous of her honour,—she was sufferi 
in her reputation. It was his strong desire, and that of the 
other members of the Branch Council of Scotland, to remove 
any stigma that might rest upon her, and to render it im- 
possible that at any future meeting of the Council it could be 
er said that there was anything done in Scotland which | 
might savour of the appearance of endeavouring to entice | 
students from other parts of the kingdom by not enforci 
regulations which were held to be imperative in other parts 


the 
Mr. Syme was understood to say that long before becoming 
a member of that Council he had always maintained that 
whatever might be required in preliminary education should 
be truly eng gost e University of Edinburgh was under 
the direction of inances which were not of their framing; 
but at the same time they had very few exceptional cases in- 
deed. They wished, however, to make the requirements free 
ion, and had succeeded in obtai a new ordi- 

do this; so that in future, he 


eps wed examination. Now he | 
t 


| it was no 


would be no longer foundation for complaint fromseany quarter. 
The University of Edinburgh had acted not only in obedience 
to the Council, but in accordance with its own opinions of 
what was _—— proper. They were as much impressed as 
any other y with the importance of truly preliminary 
education. 

Mr. Casar Hawkrys was astonished at the statements 
made, but was exceedingly glad to find, from what Mr. Syme 
had stated, that it was no longer the intention of the Edin- 
burgh University to practise such great irregularity. Since 
1861 the English College of Surgeons had fully carried out the 
intention of the Council. They had, however, occasionally 
been subjected to this difficulty, that persons wished to be 
sapishered at their College who passed their preliminary 
education at other places, and among them were some who 
had come from Scotland. He did not hice whether it applied 
only to the three universities or to the Scottish College of 
Surgeons, but they had divided their examination into different 
parts and allowed a person to pass a portion at one time and a 
portion at another; and if he had a portion, he was 
allowed to register as if he had the whole. 

Dr. ANprew Woop: Certainly not. 

Mr. Cesar Hawkuns said persons had come to them, and 
their Secretary had been obliged to refuse them, because their 
certificate only applied to a portion of preliminary education. 
He hoped that aoe would be done away with. 

Dr. ANDREW Woop said that must have been some years ago. 

Mr. Cxsar Hawkrys did not remember the precise year. 
He thought there was no difficulty whatever with to 
the Irish Branch Council's application. It appeared the 
ex tions that had been given that the gentleman who was 
referred to them really had nothing to call upon them for. He 
passed a preliminary examination at the latter part of January, 
and then entered upon the classes. Surely, therefore, there 
was no question of his being registered for anything but for 
that ; and with regard to its being in the middle of the session, 

great hardship to the pupil. He, of course, had to 
go through the whole four years ; and if he had only passed a 
portion of the list in one year, he was obliged to go through 
the other part of it in the fourth year, so as to complete the 
whole forty-eight months. 

Dr. ALEx. Woop said at the time the Medical Act > 
the Scotch Universities Act passed, which placed the whole of 
those universities under the ent of a Commission ; 
that Commission regulated the universities by issuing from 
time to time ordinances, under which they were compelled to 
act. Now one of those ordinances which had been frequently 
referred to in discussions at the Council was the one alluded to 

Dr. Andrew Wood, where it was stated that ‘‘as far as pos- 
sible” it was desirable that the preliminary examination shoul 
precede the commencement of medical study. Those words 
were intended to give some latitude at the commencement of 
the working of the Act to students who might find a difficulty 
in accommodating themselves to the changes of the medical 
education. He was bound to say, in corroboration of Mr. 
Syme, that the professors of Edinburgh University, as far as 
possible, did insist upon preliminary examination before enter- 
ing upon medical studies. He icularly wished to call the 
attention of the Council and of Sir Dominic Corrigan to the 
fact that the Commissioners, in the report which they pre- 
sented to her Majesty, embodied all their ordinances, anid 
stated that it was not expedient that any of those ordinances 
should be altered by any one university without communication 
with the other universities in Scotland. The Edinburgh Uni- 
versity-wished to have the objectionable words struck out ; 
and as the other universities did not concur, she took the un- 


| selfish and high course of going forward irrespective of any 


which she might sustain, and 
always been felt to be a re- 
reliminary examinations at that 
rhaps a shade 
profession they 


rsonal or pecuniary dai 
fad wiped away that which 
proach to her fame. The pr 
university were of a very high character, 
higher than in the present state of the medic 


| could expect to be attained by the majority of students. 


Dr. SrorRak said that notice of motion had been given by 
Dr. Smith for the appointment of a committee on the subject 
of the registration of medical students; and he moved that the 
cases of students admitted to registration who had not passed 
any examination in arts, or only a portion of such examination, 
should be referred to that committee. When the Council had 
the report of the committee before them, they would be in a 
better condition to come to a conclusion on the subject. He 
hoped that nothing further would be done by the Council at 
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Dr. AquiiLa Smirn said he was willing to bring forward 
his motion at present, and if the committee was appointed the 
cases discussion referred to 

Sir D. J. Corrigan thought that Dr. e’s application 
a be complied with. 

r. ANDREW Woop believed that a committee to consider 
the subject of the registration of medical students was much 
called for, and that the machinery which had been instituted 
for the p of such registration required amendment. He 
had no doubt that some valuable suggestions would be received 
pa registrars themselves with a view to such amend- 
ment, 

Dr, Storrar seconded Dr. Aquilla Smith’s motion for the 
ag of a committee, which was unanimously agreed to. 
_ Sir D. CorricAn said it was of no use to issue recommenda- 
tions if they were not to be carried out. If he had thought that 
there was the least chance of their recommendation being 
adopted, thaf impression would be totally removed by the in- 
formation which Dr. Andrew Wood given, to the effect 
that when the University of Edinburgh applied to the Privy 
Council for a regulation to enable it to refuse any student pre- 
senting himself for professional examination without having 
undergone a preliminary examination, the University of Glas- 
gow declined to concur in the application. A similar difficulty 
presented itself elsewhere ; oa e was convinced that under 
the present arrangements the Council could do nothing. If he 
thought that any expression of opinion on the part of the 
Council would be of any use, he would adopt the course sug- 

ted by Dr. Andrew Wood, and move a resolution condemn- 
ing the University of Glasgow; but the more he considered 
the subject the more he was convinced that their efforts would 
be utterly useless. 

The following gentlemen were cere ted on the committee: 
Dr. Embleton (chairman), Mr. Hawkins, Dr. Storrar, Dr. 
Fleming, Dr. Thomson, Dr. A. Smith, Dr. Andrew Wood, 
Dr. Sharpey, and Mr. Hargrave. 

Dr, SvoRRAR then moved—‘‘ That the cases of students ad- 
mitted to registration who had not passed any examination in 
arts, or only a portion of such examination, be referred to the 
Committee on istration, to consider and report upon it.” 

The motion, having been seconded, was unanimously 
agreed to. 

CoRRIGAN proposed that Dr. Steele's application 
an 

he Prestpent said it contained merely a request from the 
student to be registered, and the question was whether he was 
to be registered from the date when he made his application, 


or whether the registration should be ante-dated three or four 
months. 


Dr. ANDREW Woop said the yee on ought undoubtedly 
to be from the period of making the application. 

The Prestpenr said that the student passed his preliminary 
examination on the 3lst of January in the present year, and 
applied to the i on the Ist of February. For some 
reason or other, the Registrar of the Branch Council did not 
register him, and referred his case te the consideration of the 
irish Branch Council, who might have ordered the registration, 
but thought it right to refer the case to the General Council. 

Dr. StorRaR moved that Dr. Steele’s letter be referred to 
the Registration Committee just appointed. 

Sir D, J. Corrican seconded the motion, which was unani- 
mously agreed to. 


Dr. FLEMING moved the following ad ditions to the standing 

orders and regulations :— 

1, “* That a Business Committee be elected every session, 
to act from the close of that session till the close of the 
next. The election to take place by ballot, by means of 
marked lists. 

2. ‘That the committee consist of five members, exclusive 
of the president, 

3. ‘*That the constitution of the esommittee and the mode 
of election be as follows: two m embers to be first chosen 
from the whole body of the Counc il, and then one member 
from the English, the Scottish, a nd the Irish Branches of 
the Council respectively. 

4, ‘‘That the members of the om nmittee meet before the 
close of the session during whict : they have been elected, 
and appoint one of their number as chairman. 

5. ‘That the chairman summon the committee to meet 
vious to the commencement of the sessions of the 
eral Medical Council, in orde - to and arrange, 

as far as practicable, a ne of tl e business which 
they consider should be su ed to the Council during 
its sittings ; in addition to which, , that, during the sessions 


of the Council, programmes of subjects to be Sorat for- 
ward and of notices of motions be prepared by the com- 
mittee and distributed as often as poy Aho | consider 
necessary. In all programmes, business t forward 
by the committee to be distinguished from business intro- 
duced by individual members. 

6. ‘‘That the committee have full power to regulate the 
order of business, and to fix what days, or part of days, be 
to business introduced either by themselves 
or by individual members. 

7. the remuneration of members of 
while engaged in preparing and arranging the iness 
previous to the meetings of the Council, on the same 
scale as for attending the meetings of the General Council.” 

He said his object was to endeavour to expedite the mode of 
procedure, ot if possible, to shorten the duration of the 
sessions of the Council. It had often occurred to him that if 
the Business Committee had been entrusted with more power 
they might have brought forward in a more mature form 
many of the subjects for consideration, and have saved a great 
deal of valuable time. The Council ought always to receive 
with deference any fair, candid, and 1 criticism from 
without, but that was not the kind of criticism that had been 
bestowed upon them. There had been a amount of fault- 
finding, but no fair criticism. The Council had had great 
difficulties to contend with in putting a very imperfect and 
complicated Act of Parliament into motion, and it could not 
be expected that a body of twenty-four lemen coming 
from different parts of the kingdom, and comparatively un- 
known to each other, representing various interests and enter- 
taining conflicting opinions, could at once settle down to busi- 
ness with that ee, of form and method of oo. 
which so much facilitated the proceedings of other deliberative 
bodies. It was only by long experience that they could 
arrive at something like a state of perfection. So far the 
Council having done little, he thought it was marvellous that 
they should have accompli so much. Before the Council 
was instituted the profession was agitated from one end of the 
kingdom to the other. There was no central body, and the 
licensing bodies were in antagonism one with another. At 
t the profession was in a “ye state of unity and 
ony, and no one could doubt that + advantages had 
been derived from the establishment of Council. 

Dr. EmBteron seconded the motion, and eaid he thought 
that, if the proposal was adopted, it would tend materially to 
shorten the sittings of the Council. 

Dr. Aquitta SmirH said that nothing was to be 
done by the Business Committee which could not be accom- 
plished by the Executive Committee, and he thought it was 
undesirable to introduce any other machinery than which 
at present existed. 

. ANDREW Woop said that a very amount of the 
important business transacted by the Council was not known 
to exist, or to be likely to exist, until they had assembled two 
or three days. A considerable amount of im t business 

ped up in the course of their discussions. It was the duty 

of the Executive Committee during the intervals to watch the 
rogress of events ; and if that committee met a few gy be- 
fore the meeting of the Council, it might accomplish all that 
was practicable in the direction indicated by Dr. Flenaing. At 
t the Executive Committee, being allowed to fix the 
orders of the day, was emancipated from a condition which had 
crippled its operations for some years . 

Br. Atxx. Woop objected to Dr. Fleming’s proporal, and 
said that there was scarcely any business requiring :arrange- 
ment before the meeting of the Council. The most im portant 
business often arose during the discussions, just as the im- 
portant question of the relationship of the examining bodies to 
one another and to the Council had arisen from the presenta- 
tion of a petition by Dr. Steele. 

Mr. Syme thought if the Executive Committee had not 
sufficient power to do all that was necessary, the Council could 
easily give it that power, instead of establishing another: com- 
mittee 


Dr. FLEMINc said that as the feeling of the Council was ad- 
verse to his he would withdraw the motion. 
The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 


A copy of the agreement with Messrs. Spotti e for 

gating and binding a new edition of the ish Pharma- 
ia was laid before the Council. 

Sir D. J. Corrican referred to a resolution during 


the last session the Council: ‘That it is to 
a f of the new P ia in the of the 


bell 
at 
1} 
{ | members of the General Council at least one month before 
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meeting of the General Medical Council at which the opinion 
of the Medical Council is to be given relative to its being pub- 
lished, in order to afford each member an opportunity of 
making such suggestions as may appear to him desirable.” 
He said he had not yet received a proof copy of the Pharma- 
copeia, and he did not know anyone who He was de- 
sirous of offering some suggestions from notes that he had 
made with regard to the strength of medicines and other mat- 
ters. No doubt other members also had suggestions to offer. 
He wished to know if the Pharmacopeia was to go to press 
without compliance with the resolution he had mg 

Dr. Quarn : Certainly not. 

The Prestpenr said it depended upon whether the Council 
chose to act upon the resolution or not. The Pharmacopeia 
Committee were prepared to make a report, and to give the 
Council an account of the state and p of the work, and 
upon that report the Council would take its own action. 

Dr. Quay said it was distinctly understood at the last 
meeting that the Pharmacopwia Committee could not under- 
take to have the work ready by the present session. 

Dr. ANpREW Woop asked if the publication of the Pharma- 
copeeia was to be delayed for a year. 

r. QUALN said, if the resolution was allowed to stand, the 
work must of course be delayed. 

Dr. ANDREW Woop pone if the Pharmacopeia would be 
ready before the conclusion of another year. 

Dr. Quaty said he had no doubt that it would be ready. 

Dr. ty ol said he mes member of the i 
Committee, but was not able to give a very satisfactory ac- 
count of the progress of the wi He ‘pelieved it would 
require an immense amount of correction. In his opinion a 
great deal of time had been lost, and some of the parties to 
whom the work had been entrusted had not been so energetic 
as they might have been. 

Dr. Stokes laid upon the table the Report of the Committee 
on General Education. 

On the motion of Dr. ANpREw Woop, seconded by Dr. 
ACLAND, the Report was ordered to be received and entered 
on the Minutes. 


The Couneil then adjourned to Monday, 


Monpay, May 2lsr. 


The following report was presented from the Committee on 
General Eancaton 

The Committee have given their best attention to the resolu- 
tion of the Council of May 18th, 1866, wherein they were 
“‘instracted to take into consideration and report upon the 
examinations in general education at t conducted by 
the varioas national educational and belles venga 
by General Medical Council. 

e Committee, having had before them digest. pre- 
pared by the Registrar, of the Preliminary Examinations in 
Arts recognised by the General Medical Council, are of opinion 
that any further analysis of these documents already 
the Council would be unn ; 

The Committee are of this opinion, inasmuch as they are 
prepared to state to the Council what appears to them to be 
the minimum amount of subjects for examination 
which a qualifying body can ascertain whether a youth has 
undergone the mental training necessary for entering with 
advantage upon professional studies, 

The of examination that the 
are as follows :—Compulsory: English lan includi 
and composition ; arithmetic, a 

ecimal fractions ; algebra, includi simple 
geometry, first two books of Euclid; Latin; an 

e following optional subjects: Greek, French, German, na- 
tural philosophy, including mechanics, h ics, and pneu- 
matics, 

The Committee recommend that certificates of proficiency 
be received from all bodies legally authorized to examine in 
general education in Great Britain and Ireland, and from the 
several licensing bodies enumerated in Schedule A of the 
Medical Act in Great Britain and Irelan2, which bear evidence 
that the candidates have been examined and approved in the 
above subjects. 

In the case of certificates received from similar educational 
and licensing bodies in other parts of the empire and foreign 
countries, satisfactory evidence must be given to the Medical 
Council (or Branch Councils) that such certificates are equiva- 
lent to those given in the United Kingdom. 

The Education Committee, having considered the letter and 
resolution of the Irish Medical Association forwarded by Dr. 


Mackesy, and referred to them, reccmmend that the resolu- 
tion be entered on the Minutes. The Committee further 
recommend the forwarding this resolution to Dr. Mackesy. 

W. Sroxezs, Chairman. 

The Council having spent some considerable time in discuss- 
ing some verbal and grammatical points in the Report, 

Sir D, J. CornriGaAN moved that a‘ter the year 1869 Greek 
should be included in the list of compulsory subjects. He 
said he should prefer to omit altogether the list of optional 
subjects, and that the Council should confine itself to those 
subjects which it thought absolutely necessary, leaving the 
students to adopt others as they chose. It appeared, however, 
to be the general opinion that optional subjects should be in- 
cluded ; but he was of opinion, and some of his fellow-members 
on the committee agreed with him, that Greek should not be 
included in any such list, but should be made compulsory. 
He had previously brought forward an amendment to the 
effect that Greek should be required after 1867; but having 
conversed on the subject with some members of the committee, 
who had ised to support his amendment if he changed 
the date from 1867 to 1869, s0 as to give ample notice, he had 
consented to that change. He did not think it necessary to 
say a word as to the importance of a knowledge of the Greek 

as he had before entered into a consideration of that 
subject. It was not necessary that the medical student should 
be an accompli classical scholar, but he ought at all events 
to have such a knowledge of Greek as to be able to understand 
the ing of technical terms, or at least to be able to refer 
It appeared 


to the Lexicon in cases of doubt or difficulty. 
from the analysis which had been papeed by Dr. Hawkins 
with reference to the examinations of the licensing bodies, 
that nine out of the twenty required a knowledge of Greek. 
He thought that if the Council ignored Greek as it did on a 
previous occasion, it would be unintentionally allying itself 
with those bodies that required a low amount of education, 
instead of with those whose requirements were of a higher 
character. If nine of the licensing bodies required Greek as a 
compulsory subject, and found no difficulty im obtaining that 
a from the students, the Council ought certainly to 
lean to the side of the better education. Ample notice would 
be given, for the resolution would not come into effect till 
1869; and he thought the Council would be acting very inju- 
diciously if it did not accede to his proposal. ; 
Dr. Curistison said he should support the recommendation 
of the committee as it stood. He had no desire to underrate 
the im of the Greek language to medical students, but 
he taought the committee had made a very proper selection of 
optional subjects, and if any of the subjects were removed 
from that list his difficulty would be in deciding where to stop. 
He had some doubts whether Greek was the most important 
of the subjects in the optional list. One of those subjects was 
French, and in reference to general cultivation of the mind, 
without underrating Greek, he was of opinion that the study 
of French. or German was equally suitable for that purpose. 
While in regard to the p ion of the student for the study 
of his profession there could be no doubt that French would 
practically be of more service to him than Greek. Nor could 
it be said that natural philosophy was inferior to Greek in 
reference to the cultivation of the mind. As a teacher he had 
more frequently seen students suffering in the course of their 
studies from a want of acquaintance with natural philosoph 
than from an i of Greek. He thought that Sir D. J. 
Corrigan should be satisfied with the fact that the Greek lan- 
guage was included in the list of optional subjects. In Edin- 
rgh the students were rapidly giving their attention to 
Greek, and in a short time, perhaps, the Council might be 
able to adopt it as a compulsory subject ; but for the present 
he thought it would be wise to adhere to the recommendation 


of the committee. et, 

Mr. HaRGRAVE sup Sir D. J. Corrigan’s proposal, and 
added that in fixing the date in 1869 sufficient time would be 
allowed to the students. ; 

Dr. Atex. Woop said that, in considering the lists of sub- 
jects required by the various licensing bodies, the Council 
should not forget to consider at the same time the results of 
those requirements as indicated in the returns. For himself 
he should be glad to have less profession and more practice. 
He should like to know what kind of papers were obtained in 
English, arithmetic, and other subjects of common education 
by the nine bodies who professed to require Greek from their 
students, He had occasion lately to see some examination 
papers of one of the bodies requiring Greek, and they were 
certainly sadly defective in English grammar, and even in 
spelling. He had had frequent occasion to revise papers 
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coming from the licensing bodies referred to; and he could 
only say that if the students had cultivated the Greek lan- 
guage they had done it to the neglect of English. The object 
of ‘the Council should not be to adopt an imaginary standard, 
but to insist upon an effective examination in those branches 
in which they had some chance of obtaining satisfactory re- 
sults, For those reasons he was content to adopt the report 
of the committee; and he should be glad to find that the 
students were well — in the subjects included in the 
compulsory list. Hereafter, perhaps, the Council might be 
able to lay down Greek and other subjects as a necessary 
branch of education; but let them not deceive the public by 
professing to insist upon Greek when they could not get even 
good English. 

Dr. Srorrar said that those members who were favourable 
to the requirement of Greek after 1869 had no desire to prac- 
tise a delusion upon the public. They were very anxious to 
get a thorough education in elementary subjects, and he 
thought that they might safely require a knowledge of Greek 
in 1869. If the me were adopted, it would be an intima- 
tion to all the schoolmasters in the kingdom that the Medical 
Council considered Greek an important element in the educa- 
tion of a medical student. He had seen a deal of exa- 
minations during the last few years, and t could be no 
doubt that in the best schools there was a growing desire for 
examinations re, Ded pe ils. He believed that it would be 
useless to require a know sae of Greek at present, and that, 
if it was obtained at all, it would be in such a disgraceful way 
as to form a very bad precedent for the future ; but with two 
or three years’ notice he believed that the Council would 
all that it required. Great efforts were made in other profes- 
sions to improve the preliminary education of their members. 
This was especially the case among solicitors, who were so 
anxious in this matter that they allowed a year off the articles 
of any student who appeared in the first division of the matri- 
culation examinations of the University of London. With re- 
gard to the comparative importance of Greek and natural phi- 

osophy, it should be remembered that the latter was not so 
much a school study as the former. His object was to keep 
the boys at school until they were at least seventeen. By that 
time they would have no difficulty in acquiring a sufficient 


knowledge of Greek ; though there might be a difficulty in 
providing anything effective for them in the shape of natural 


ilosophy. After a student had passed his arts examination, 
it would be very desirable that he should take up the subjects 
of natural reer and chemistry before p: ing to ana- 
tomy and physio’ ogy. But with regard to school studies, 
Greek would be found more practicable than the other subjects. 
In consequence of the indifference to general education which 
had prevailed in the medical profession, it was a well-known 
fact that boys were sent into it who were not considered fit for 
any other. He had known many instances where a dull scholar, 
who knew little Latin and no Greek, had been turned by his 
parents into the medical ession, simply because the re- 

uirements were of a low c ter. If they wished to raise 
the character of the profession, there ought to be a decided 
advance in their requirements as to preliminary education. 

Dr. ANDREW Woop said he was not disposed to yield to any 
man in the importance which he attached to a li educa- 
tion ; but there were two circumstances which ought to be 
kept in view in the present discussion. It was one thing to 
have men highly trained in a large number of subjects of gene- 
ral education so as to fit themselves for the higher qualifica- 
tions of the profession. But they ought to take care not to 
place their So pene at so high a point that they would 
not be practically carried out by the bodies on whom they im- 
posed them ; or that, being carried out, the public would be de- 
prived of an — supply of practitioners in medicine and 
surgery. He no desire that men should enter the medical 
pre ession in a state of ignorance, and he said that the more 

idly because the college which he re 
bodies that adopted a preliminary 
Medical Act was ; but it appeared to him that a certain 
amount of latitude ought to be allowed in regard to subjects in 
which the student might elect to be examined. All minds 
were not framed in the same mould, and many men might fail 
in geometry and algebra who were splendid classic lars. 
Their object ought not to be to put their students upon a Pro- 
crustean bed, but in some measure to adapt the examination 
to their special qualifications. Many men at the universities 
who obtained mathematical honours made no t a 
ics ; the best classi were 
1 'y unable to solve a single problem in Euclid. B - 


ted was one of the | 
ucation long before the | 


who would bring credit to the profession. The object was not 
to ascertain whether a man knew the meaning of particular 
words, but whether he had had a liberal education ; whether 
his mind had been so trained as to enable him when he entered 
upon his profession to grapple with the difficulties in his way. 

e would suggest that algebra should be regarded as a distinct 
subject from arithmetic, and that algebra or geometry should 
be transferred to the list of optional subjects. It would be out 
of the question to regard Greek as a compulsory subject. They 
should first be certitied that the students were well acquainted 
with their own language. Many of the students who came 
forward at the examinations with which he had been concerned 
were so utterly ignorant of their own | that they could 
not even it. In Scotland many e students were 
voluntarily undertaking Greek; but if it should be im 
upon all, he was persuaded that many men would be excluded 
oe would make most useful practitioners, well calculated to 
supply the wants of the country. Within the last fifteen or 
twenty years in the country districts in Scotland there had 
been a — in the status of 
he believ * many of the country practitioners were to 
vie with their metropolitan brethren. 

Dr. Leer said that in Ireland Greek had been com) for 
many years; and he thought there would be a serious objec- 
— to excluding it from the education enforced on medical 
students. 

Dr. Apsoun thought that Greek should be included in the 
list of compulsory subjects. A profound knowledge of either 
Greek or Latin would not be required ; but a certain amount 
of knowledge was almost indi le. They did not expect 

ificent scholars, neither should they have dunces in 
ession. It was monstrous to contend that a knowledge of 
reek might not be obtained by the students. It was per- 
fectly practicable ; and he was fener A of opinion that the 
Council would be neglecting its duty if it did not enforce the 
study of that language. He thought that the power to trans- 

late one of the a 4 might be taken as a sufficient test. 

Dr. PARKES thought the Council would be in a better posi- 
tion two or three years hence to judge as to the expediency of 
introducing Greek as compulsory. Their duty should be to 
legislate for the t, and not to lay down any rules for the 
examinations to be enforced. 

Mr. Rumsey said he should have been glad to know the 
reasons of the committee in reference to their adoption or ex- 
clusion of the various subjects of preliminary education, and 
eo some were maine com ry pes some optional. No doubt 

e meagreness e report in that respect was owing to 
want of time; but he should have been glad if the pawn oe 
had entered into the question of the bearing of the various 
studies upon the duties and social relations of the profession. He 
had always been in favour of the insertion of Greek among com- 
pulsory subjects. If the profession was to maintain its just 
position it should consist of a thoroughly well-educated body of 
men equal in that to the clergy of the country. He 
known instances in which a boy not fit for other learned profes- 
sions was sent to study medicine and surgery because it was said 
he could cut off a leg without knowing Greek or Latin. 
greatest authorities, ish and continental, were in favour 
of the study of Greek. He would only cite the opinion of the 
celebrated Lancisi, who wrote at the beginning of the last 
cen on medical education. ‘‘ Non moror earum linguarum 
necessitatem, quibus Ars ipsa principium debet et incremen- 
tum ; Grece imprimis, et Patine ; Greca sunt enim omnium 
feré corporis partium, nature operum, et morborum, atque 
herbarum, et medicamentorum, nomina, quorum qui significa- 
tiones tenet, earundem quoque rerum adumbratas habet defi- 
nitiones. Grecus est preterea Principum medicorum sermo, 
é quibus aphorismorum oracula, observationes certas, et = 
macorum exploratam vim, utendique methodum, haurire debe- 
mus.” A writer in Review had 
cal profession as one i y requiring the study of G 
as 4 preparation for its practice. “With regard to the small 
amount of remuneration received in some country districts, 
that could not be considered a valid reason for not requiring 
a good education from medical students. Many of the curates 
in country parishes were men who had distinguished them- 
selves at the universities, and were educated to a standard far 
above anything demanded of medical students. The ignorance 
displayed by some students of elementary subjects was no jus- 
tification for omitting Greek from their programme. He had 
been informed by gentlemen of the scholastic profession 
that if the Medical Council announced that it required Greek 
as a qualification for medical students, within or four 
yours they would have an ample supply of qualified candidates. 
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ay) ing one common standard for all, they might be excluding men 
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Dr. Aquitta Smrru remarked that his experience as an 
examiner for many years convinced him not only of the ad- 
vantage but of the necessity of a knowledge of Greek as 
of the education of medical students. A high stan of 
knowledge was not, in his opinion, necessary ; but a moderate 

uaintance with it was of the highest importance. 
Mr. Syme said that he observed, in looking at the Re- 
ports submitted to the Council from the Navy of Ex- 
amination, that the wy proportion of rejections consisted 
of candidates from licensing bodies which required 
Greek. 

Dr. Pacer thought that no general conclusion could be de- 
rived from the circumstance mentioned by Mr. Syme. His 
(Dr. Paget’s) opinion was that mechanics, hydrostatics, and 

tics should, at some period or other in the course of 
the student’s education, be regarded as compulsory subjects. 
He with Dr. Christison that these subjects were of 
more im: to the medical students than a knowledge of 
Greek, but he thought both should be required. With regard 
to the different capacities of different men’s minds, as pointed 
out by Dr. Andrew Wood, he might observe that at Cam- 
bridge no difficulty was found in forcing good classical men to 
pass an examination in mathematics, and in compelling good 
mathematical men to pass.an examination in classics. So far 
from a brilliant classical scholar not being able to solve a 
problem in Euclid, he was not allowed to show his brilliancy 
until he had accomplished a considerable portion of mathema- 
tical study ; and the same thing a be said of the mathe- 
matical men in reference to classical knowlec With regard 
to remuneration, if a higher standard of education were re- 
quired by the Council, the number of men cote Ps profes- 
sion would be lessened, and the remuneration w therefore 
be in . Some years ago the University of Paris raised 
the standard of its requirements, partly in reference to pre- 
liminary education, and partly in reference to medical exami- 
nation, requiring a doctor of medicine to pass as a hachelier des 
sciences. ‘The result was that, whereas in 1836 the number of 
medical students was 3800, it was reduced in seven years to 
800 ; and instead of the Faculty of Medicine paying a consider- 
able sum of money to the general purse of the University, it 
had to receive £2000 to enable it to pay its expenses. An ad- 
vance in preliminary education might be felt in a pecuniary 
way by the medical schools, but the effect on the profession 
generally and on the public would be advantageous. The re- 
sult would be the exclusion, not of the best men, but of those 
who discredited the profession by their want of acquirements. 
One effect of the —— would be to keep the students longer 
at school, and to put them more on a level with the members 
of other learned professions. 

Sir D. J. CorricGan said that the report of the committee 
referred merely to the school days of the students, when Greek 
might be much more easily acquired than natural philosophy, 
which might be easily taken up at a later period. If there was 
any student who, having notice in the year 1866 that Greek 
would be required of him in 1869, was unable to meet the re- 
quirement, the sooner he left the profession the better. He 
would leave to the licensing bodies the of choosing for 
themselves any book that they might think sufficient to test 
the knowledge of the student. Dr. Christison was di to 
attach more importance to French and German and natural 
philosophy than to Greek ; and by removing Greek to the list 
of compulsory subjects, the student would be compelled to take 
up one of the others to which so much importance was attached. 
Dr. Andrew Wood's argument to go to the extent 
that if a man was a bad lish scholar, he would be still 
worse for knowing Greek. If his argument was a sound one, 
there ought to no compulsory subject whatever. The 
object of the Council should not to adapt its examinations 
to meet the different phases and — of the human mind, 
but to secure the entrance into the profession of good phy- 
sicians and They were not required to open as many 


It was unfortunately true that men who 
professions were sent to the medical. 


If 


profession, the social status of its members would be raised, 
and the public generally would be benefited. 

Sir D. J. Corrigan’s amendment for the adoption of the re- 
port, with the transference of Greek to the compulsory list of 
subjects, was then put to the Council. The numbers were— 
For the amendment, 14 ; against it, 9. 

The Prestpent declared the amendment carried, and put it 
to the Council as a substantive motion. 

Dr. ANprew Woop then proposed as an amendment, ‘‘ That 
the compulsory list of subjects should include English, arith- 
metic (including and decimal fractions), geometry (the 
first two books of Euclid), and Latin; and that the optional 
subjects should be algebra, Greek, French, and German, trans- 
ferring natural philosophy from the preliminary to the profes- 
sional education. 

Dr. AcLAND said that if the Council proposed to send to the 
various educational bodies its definite conclusion with regard 
to preliminary education, that could be only satisfactorily based 
on a previous decision as to what was required in the profes- 
si examination. For himself he felt considerable difficul 
in the matter. The Council had been all along pretty unani- 
mous with reference to the importance of coming to a con- 
clusion upon the best preparatory training for students. Their 
common belief was that the medical student ought to be edu- 
cated in the same way as any other English gentleman, but it 
did not follow that the subjects in which he was to be ex- 
amined were those selected for the typical English gentleman. 
He remembered saying twenty years ago at Oxford that it was 
desirable that every one passing an arts examination should 

pass in some subjects of Fw ma science, but he made an 
exception, and he had no doubt correctly, in reference to 
medical students, for the very obvious reason that the medical 
student was occupied during a great portion of his life in those 
subjects. It would not do to adopt the conclusions of any 
blic school as to the general preliminary education necessary 
or the student. Natural philosophy, he thought, ought to be 
included in the professional, and not necessarily in the pre- 
liminary study of medical students. If natural philosophy was 
removed from the opti list, it should be on the distinct 
understanding that it was to be included in the subjects of pro- 
fessional study. With regard to bra, if it was not made 
compulsory in the non-professio education there was a 
danger that it might slip through entirely ; and it was a sub- 
ject that certainly ought to be taken up at some period of the 
student’s career. He wished to know if Dr. Wood intended 
to make algebra compulsory at any time. 

Dr. ANDREW Woop said that he th t not. 

Dr, Actanp said that he had the Council on a for- 
mer occasion to int a committee to draw up a scheme 
with reference to the division of professional and non-profes- 
sional subjects. 

Dr. StorRAR wished to be informed as to Dr. Wood's inten- 
tion with reference to Greek, upon which the Council had 
already expressed a definite opinion which could not be set aside. 

The Prestpent said that the question before the Council 
was, the adoption of the R with the addition proposed 
by Sir Dominic Corrigan ; and it was open to any member to 
make an amendment upon the motion. 

some di ion as to the best mode of procedure, it 
was resolved to consider each subject separately. 

Dr. ANDREW Woop moved the adoption of the first subject 

language (including 


on the compulsory list—‘‘ English gram- 
mar and 
Dr. Atex. Woop to omit the words “including 


grammar and composition,” but subsequently withdrew the 
proposal, and the motion was unani y ad 

Dr. StorraR moved the adoption of the second subject— 
‘* Arithmetic (including vulgar and decimal fractions) ; 


education, and he should regret to see it transferred from the 


ition which it occupied in the report. If it was made an 

eptional subject it might be lost al 

Sir D. J. CorriGan said that if bra was not learnt in 
youth, it would probably not be learnt at all. 

Dr. FLemine said that a youth who was not able to a 
a knowledge of bra as far as simple equations, and of the 
first two books of Euclid, was not fit to enter the medical pro- 
fession. 

Dr. ANpREW Woop moved the omission of the words ‘‘al- 
gebre, including simple equations,” with a view of transferring 
t subject to the optional list. He considered that algebra was 


a distinct subject, and ought not to be included with arithmetic. 


were unfit for other 
the result of the proposed change should be to raise the standar¢ 
of education, and diminish the number of men entering the pro- | 
fession, they would be conferring a benefit on those who were 
excluded by leading them to turn their attention to other =. 
suits for which they were qualified. The army and navy 
been compelled to take the examination of men te men out of | 
the hands of the licensing bodies, and institute examinations | 
of their own, in order to secure the appointment of men to 
whom they could entrust the lives of the soldiers and sailors of | 
the country. If badly educated men could be kept out of the | 
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Dr. Pacer said that a student might go as far as simple 
equations in a week, and that some knowledge of braic 
symbols was necessary in relation to hydrostatics and ies. 

Dr. ANDREW Woop said that if algebra were removed to the 
optional subjects the students of course be required to 
go beyond simple equations, 

After some further discussion on the subject Dr. Andrew 
Wood withdrew his amendment, and Dr. Storrar’s motion 
was carried unanimously. 

Dr. SvorRaR moved the ion of Latin. 

Sir D. J. Corrican seconded the motion. 

Dr. ANDREW Woop said that some further explanation was 
necessary under the head of Latin, so that students might know 
that they would not simply be required to translate a 
from a given book, but to give evidence of their Raoedishes of 
the construction of the ish language. 

Dr. Srorrar said he often raised his protest against the 
loose way in which Latin examinations had been conducted 
even by the College of Surgeons, which had only one book for 
examination. The committee th t that it might be left to 
the public educational bodies to determine what amount of 
Latin d be required, but if any satisfactory explanatory 
words could bes ted he should be willing to adopt them. 

Mr. Syme thought the examining bodies might be trusted. 
He had no fear of their reviving the old practice under which 
he remembered that a student passed the examination, much 
to the surprise of his friends, until it was discovered that the 
only passage given him to translate was the Lord’s prayer. 

Mr. Cassar Hawks said that the College of Surgeons had 

iven out this year one book only for examination—the first 
ik of Cesar, ‘‘ De Bello Gallico,” and that it was the cus- 
tom to announce every year the book chosen for examination. 

Dr. Srorrar said that from the commencement of the Latin 
examinations by the College of Surgeons they had always had 
given out (toujours perdriz) the first book of Cesar. 

Dr. FLEMING moved the addition of the words “including 
translation and ing.” 

Dr. ANDREW Woop seconded the amendment. 

Dr, Suarpey said that a mere translation from Latin into 
English formed a very inadequate test of a student’s know- 
ledge, and su; there should be an examination in 
am with translations of easy sentences from English into 

tin. 

Dr. Pacet thought that the universities would object to cer- 
tify that their Latin examinations included grammarand parsing. 

r. Woop said he only proposed that as a minimum. 

Other forms having been suggested, the motion eventually 
passed defining the subject of examination as ‘‘ Latin, transla- 
tion. 


, and 
On the motion of Dr. Sroxes, seconded by Mr. Casar 
optio: ist. 

Sir D. J. Corrtean then moved ‘‘that after 1869 Greek 
shall be one of the compulsory subjects.” 

Dr. Srorrar seconded the motion. 

Dr. TuHomson moved as an amendment, —‘' That the Medical 
Council, while fully aware of the importance of a knowledge of 
the Greek , as @ means of training, in connexion with 

meral and scientific education, and most fully desirous to see 
it included in the list of the preliminary subjects of examina- 
tion for a medical qualification, are of opinion that it is expe- 
dient to defer, for the present, the introduction of Greek into 
the com the curriculum.” He said that the 
subject y been discussed at great length, and the 
members of the Council were no doubt to vote upon 
it. The Council should consider not merely what was desi- 
rable, but what was attainable. Great had been made 
in reference to Greek, but he thought the © il ought not to 

uire it as a compul subject even in 1869. 

. AcLAND th t it would be to issue : 
lations which might be withdrawn. He feared that the result 
of the p would be discreditable examinations in Greek. 
In some of the best grammar schools an effort was being made 
to give up a great deal of the old classical work in order to 
press into the average mind other subjects; and the Council 
should consider whether it would take any step which would 
have the effect of turning the schoolmasters aside from the 
course on which they entered. 

Dr. SrorraR did not think there was any desire to omit 
desire of the 


Sir D. J. Corrigan pointed out that the Council had in 
other instances indicated the nature of examinations to come 
into operation in future years. 

Dr. Thomson’s amendment was then put. The numbers 
voting were: For the amendment, 9; against it, 11. 

The amendment was declared lost. 

Sir D. J. Corrigan’s motion was then put. For the motion, 
12; against it, 7. 

The subjects of French and German were then agreed to be 
included in the optional list. The consideration of the remain- 
ing philosophy—was deferred. 

. ANDREW Woop presented the followi from the 
Committee on the M Acts Amendment Bi 


Report. 

The Committee, ing to the resolution of the Council, 
have carefully considered the Medical Acts Amendment Bill 
a Home Office, which is to the following 

“Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spirieaal ‘ant 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

“ Preliminary. 

**T. Construction and short titles.—The Acts described in 
the Schedule to this Act and this Act shall be construed to- 
gether as one Act; and for that purpose the ion ‘this 
Act,’ when used in the Medical Act (of the session of 1858), 
shall include the present Act; and the Acts described in the 
Schedule to this Act and this Act may be cited together as 
‘the Medical Acts,’ and are comprised in that expression when 
hereafter used in this Act; and this Act may be cited sepa- 
rately as ‘the Medical Acts Amendment Act, 1866.’ 


** Members of Council. 
**IL, Amendment of Sect.7 of the Act of 1858.—Section 7 


of the Medical Act, 1858, shall be read and have effect as if 
the words ‘ qualified to be’ were omitted therefrom. 


“* Registration. 

“JIL. Hrasure by order of Council.—Where, under the autho- 
rity of the Medical Acts, the General Council or any Branch 
Council direct the erasure of the name of any person from an 
register, the name of that person shall not be again regi 
in any register except by direction of the Council which di 
the erasure, or by order of a Court of competent jurisdiction. 

“IV. Restoration of name.—If the General Council think 


fit in any case, they may direct any regi to restore to his 
register any name y him and the registrar 
shall restore the same according] 


Medical Acts and the regulations and special directions 
of the General Council (whether made or given before or after 
the ing of this Act). 

“VIL ve on death.—Each registrar shall erase from 
his register the name of any person deceased. 

“VILL. Alteration of d&c.— Each registrar shall 
from time to time insert in his register any alteration in the 
address or qualification of any person. registered. 

1X. Evidence of death, &c.—In the execution of the afore- 
said duties, Cicoak mince evidence as in each 
case a to hi ient, subject to any regulations of the 
General Council. 

“*X. Erasure on ceasing to practise, 
erase from his register the name of any person who has ceased 
to ise; and in order to the better execution of that duty, 


ing to his registered address, 
and 

months sending such a letter receive an answer thereto 
from the person to whom it is sent, he may within fourteen 


| 
| 
| 
be 
| 
oq | “WW. Repeal of Sect. 14 of the Act of 1858,—Section 14 of 
Af | shall not affect the past operation of section, or anythi 
hy} already done under it, or invalidate any existing register, 
‘I order, or regulation kept or made under it, or affect any pro- 
ey iG Council to make any order in relation thereto; and 
ibs if the said section had not been repealed. 
i 
| 
each registrar may sen¢ vy pos 0 any person registerec in 
hi! | his register a registered letter, addressed to that person accord- 
id committee was to induce the parents to keep their sons at | 
4 school till they were seventeen years of age; in which case 
if there would be no dificlty in imparting ssuficient know: | 
‘ ledge of Greek to a boy of average mental powers, : 
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days after the expiration of the said period of three months 
send by post to that mn another registered letter, addressed 
to him according to his registered address, referring to the first 
letter and stating that any answer thereto has not been received 
by the registrar, and if the regi does not within three months 
after sending such second letter receive any answer thereto 
from the to whom it is _—— a for the 
purpose of the present section, eemed to have ceased to 
practise; and the name of any person shall not (without his 
consent) be removed from the register on the ground of his 
having ceased to practise, except in pursuance of the provisions 
of the present section. Provided that a whose name 
has been erased from the register with his consent, on the 
ground of his having ceased to practise, shall not be liable to 
any penalty under this section by reason of his being engaged 
gratuitously in the cure or treatment of any disease or injury. 

“XL. Registration of foreign and colonial practitioners.— 
Every shall be entitled to be registered under the 
Medical Act, 1858, who is qualified as follows :— 

‘*1. Is at the time at which he applies to be so registered 
legally either of one of the qualifications described 
in Schedule B* of this Act, or of some other foreign or colonial 
diploma, obtained, in the opinion of the General Council, after 
such course of study and such examination as guarantees to 
their satisfaction the possession by the applicant of sufficient 
knowledge and skill for the efficient practice of medicine and 


surgery. 

**2. Has resided in the United Kingdom for a period of not 
nels twelve months immediately previous to making his 

**3. Has not been guilty of any offence which according to 
the laws of the country to which he belongs would disentitle 
him to practise medicine and surgery, or which, ing to 
the Medical Act, 1858, would enable the General to 
strike his name off the Register. 

“XII. Privy Council may add to list of qualifications. —If it 
appears to the Privy Council, on the representation of the 
General Council, that any qualification other than those de- 
scribed in Schedule A to the Medical Act, 1858, and in 
Schedule B to this Act is granted by any university, college, 
or body in the United Kingdom or elsewhere, after such a 
course of study and such examination as guarantees to the 
satisfaction of the General Council and Privy Council that any 
person to whom such qualification has been ted possesses 
the requisite knowledge and skill for the efficient practice of 
medicine and surgery, it shall be lawful for the Privy Council 
(in the case of any qualification granted by any university, 
college, or body in the United Kingdom) to direct by order 
that every person holding such qualification shall be entitled 
to be registered under the Medical Act, 1858, in the same 
manner and with the like effect as if the qualification were 
described in Schedule A to the Medical Act, 1858, and (in the 
case of any qualification granted by ee college, or 
body elsewhere than in the United Kingdom) to direct by 
order that every person holding such qualification shall be 
entitled to be registered under the Medical Act, 1858, in the 
same manner and with the like effect as if the qualification 
were described in Schedule B to this Act. 

‘*XIIIL. Application of provisions 20, 21, and 22 of the 
Medical Act of 1858.—The provisions contained in Sections 
20, 21, and 22 of the Medical Act, 1858, shall apply to any 
qualification which in pursuance of this Act persons 

“XIV. Degree of Bachelor of Surgery to ion. — 
The d of Bachelor of Surgery conferred by the University 
of London shall, for the of enabling any m to be 

i under the Medical Act, 1858, be a to be one 
of the qualifications described in Schedule A of that Act. 


** Unregistered Persons, 


“XN. of Section 40 of Act of 1858.—Section 40 of 
the Medical Act, 1858, is ee but this 
shall not apply to or in respect of any offence committed before 
the passing of this Act, or affect any proceeding pending at the 
passing of this Act. 

“XVI. Penalty for the assumption of titles, &c., by unregis- 
-tered persons practising medicine or surgery.—If any person 
cite or su or 
ment of diseases or injuries, not being registered under 
Medical Acts, takes or uses any of the designations enume- 
rated in Schedule A to the Medical Act, 1858, as amended by 
Schedule B to this Act, or by any other of the Medical Acts, 


* Schedule B includes the of certain 
diplomas eminent foreign and colonial 


or the designation of physician, surgeon, doctor of medicine, or 
apothecary, or any other desi ion used by or used to dis- 
tinguish duly qualified practitioners of medicine or surgery, or 
any class thereof, or the designation of professor of medicine 
or of professor of surgery, he shall for every such offence be 
liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding £20. 
te Saving. 

“XVII. Eztension of savings to former Acts,—Nothing in 

rights, privi or employment sa 

from the operation of the Medial aoe 1858, or affect the 


rights or interests of Pa oe of expressly 
y any provision of any of the Acts 
described in the schedule to this Act.” . 


The Committee, having fully considered the Bill and com- 
pared it with that which was drafted during the last session of 
the General Medical Council, beg leave to submit the following 


e Bill of the Home Office embraces substantially—indeed 
almost entirely—the Bill of the Council; with, however, some 
important additions and alterations which require specific 
notice. 

1. The Preamble. —The Council's ill commenced 
with the following ble: ‘* Whereas the Medical Act, 
1858, has been f ineffectual to enable persons requiri 
medical aid to ascertain who are qualified practitioners, &c. 
This preamble, which the Home Office draft leaves out, 


‘orm part ill. 

2. The Registration Clauses.—The object of the clause as to 

i i in the Council's Bill was to facili 


rect; to enable persons 

desire it to have their names erased from the register ; 
render it im ive on the registrar to address to an 
tered i itioner (instead of letter wi 


7 


ome Office Bill adds the 
words ‘‘or by order of a court of com t jurisdiction.” 
The committee see no objection to this addition, for the 
Council may thus feel assured that the substantial justice of 
every case in which they have to exercise the right which they 
possess of erasure from the register is guaranteed by the right 
of thee ye court of justice. 

Ii. The Council, in their clause, had provided that the 
registrar should address to any registered medical practitioner 
two letters within six months, at intervals of three months, 
changed his residence, before erasing his name from regis- 
ter. The Home Office clause diminishes stil] further the 
chance of any mistake, by providing that the letters to be 
addressed by the registrar shall be registered letters, and also 
that a period of fourteen days shall be allowed to elapse after 
the termination of three months from the date of issue of the 
first letter before the second letter is issued. 

3. New Clauses as to Registration of Foreign and Colonial 
Practitioners, — The Home Office embraces three new 
clauses (11, 12, 13), which provide for the registration of 
foreign and colonial practiti under certain conditions ; 


oners, 
these conditions being—(1) That only those foreign and colo- 
nial diplomas and d shall be regi which have re- 
ceived the sanction of the General Medical Council, and shall 


| Council considered important, as pointing out the fact that A 
the Medical Act, 1858, had failed to carry out efficiently the 
| object stated in the preamble to that Act—viz., ‘‘ That per- 
| a as medical aid should be enabled to distinguish 
— from unqualified practitioners,”—and thus proving 
| the necessity for an amendment of that Act. 
| The committee are of - that if there be no valid rea- 
tate the duty of the registrars in | registers COr- 
months, as m the Medical A 
—_ at an interval of thre 
of residence, before ing h q 
to prevent any person who 
| register from being re-regi withou e : 
| the General or Branch Councils. .. 
In the Home Office Bill this clause has been substantial] 
| adopted, though the phraseology ha= been somewhat varied, ‘" 
| and the clause has been subdivided for convenien pm 
clauses. The Home Office Bill contains, however, two addi- 1 
| tions requiring mention—viz. : 
I. The Council’s draft Bill provided that, when the name of 
| any person shall have been erased from the register by the 
General Council or any Branch Council, it shall not again be 
registered in any register, except by direction of the Council 
| 
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be included in a new schedule entitled Schedule B, which the 
General Council have been requested by the Home Office to 
prepare. (2) That the provisions contained in Sections 20, 21, 
oe 22 of the Medical Act, 1858, shall apply to all qualifications 
contained in the schedules to the proposed Bill; that is to say, 
that the Council, if they do not consider the course of study 
and examinations to be gone through in order to obtain any 
such qualifications sufficient, shall be entitled to represent the 
same to the Privy Council, who shall ‘have er to suspend 
the right of registration. (3) That no qualification, whether 
British, foreign, or colonial, other than those included in Sche- 
dules A and B in the proposed Bill, shall be entitled to regis- 
tration, unless by order of the Privy Council, on the repre- 
sentation of the General Medical Council. (4) That no person 
shall be ee upon any foreign or colonial diploma or 
degree who not resided in the United Kingdom for a period 
of not less than twelve months immediately previous to his 
making his application for registration. 

The Council are aware that, though there was power in the 


Council to register, if they saw fit, persons holding only foreign 
or colonial diplomas and d —provided they obtained 


them previously to the passing of the Medical Act, 1858,—yet 
that they had no power to register any such diplomas and de- 
grees obtained after the passing of that Act. e committee 
consider it fair and right that some provision should be made 
for the registration of clon and colonial diplomas and degrees 
(opener = registration be rendered indispensable for practice 
under recognised medical titles), as it would be a harsh mea- 
sure to deny the privilege of registration in this country to 
persons who may come from abroad or from the colonies hold- 
ing foreign or colonial diplomas or di vided these 
qualify for practice in the countries w t have been 
granted, and are deemed deserving of recognition by the Gene- 
ral Medical Council, as implying education and examination 
not inferior to the minimum required in the case of qualifica- 
tions granted in the United Kingdom. The committee are 
quite alive to ben rtinent ree oom may be made to 
registration of foreign and colonial diplomas and d 
on the ground that the Council have no an of eupervisice, 
and visitation of the bodies ing them—a supervision and 
visitation which they have the right to exercise, and which 
they do in fact exercise, over the British licensing bodies. 
Again, it might be s that were facilities to be granted 
the licensing bodies in this country for foreign and colo- 
nial practitioners, by means of a modified practical exami- 
nation, obtaining British qualifications, the object contem- 
plated in the Home Office clauses might be more legitimately 
gained. This, the committee understand, would be objected 
to by the Home Office. The committee, on the whole, would 
recommend that—the objections stated notwithstanding— 
under the conditions contained in the Home Office clauses, 
the Council should accept these clauses, especially as they are 
given to understand that the insertion of them is a sine qua non 
to the a of the Bill by the Government. 

In the Home Office Bill a new Schedule (B) is proposed to 
be introduced, for the purpose of including those os and 
colonial degrees and diplomas which are to qualify for registra- 
tion. The duty of preparing this schedule has, as y 
stated, been committed to the Council by the Home Office. 
The committee have felt the difficulty of the task, from want 
of information as to the conditions under which the majority 
of foreign and colonial degrees and yar, are granted ; and 
whilst presenting, for the savor of the Council, the following 
list, they beg leave to state that they have deemed it expedient 
to ify, in the first instance, only certain foreign and colonial 
bodies which grant adequate qualifications. Under the Bill it 
will be quite competent for the Council, from time to time, to 
add or to amend the list with the consent of the Privy Council. 
With these remarks the committee propose that Schedule B 
should include medical and surgical qualifications granted _by 
the following foreign and colonial ies, viz.:—The Uni- 
versities of Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Copenhagen, Stockholm, 
New York, Philadelphia; Harvard University, Boston ; Mc(ill 
University, Montreal; University College, Toronto ; Queen’s 
University, Kingston, Canada; Laval University, Quebec ; 
La of Calcutta; University of Bombay; University of 

ras. 

Whilst the committee have done their utmost to meet the 
wishes of the Government in framing a Schedule B, they con- 
sider that a preferable plan would be to make a provision in 
Clause 12 of the proposed Bill, by virtue of which it shall be 
lawful for the General Medical Council annually to prepare and 
submit to the Privy Council, for approval, a list of those foreign 
and colonial qualifications which, time to time, the General 


Medical Council may consider worthy of - 
to be published in the (/azette and in the Medical Register. 

4. Registration of the degree of Bachelor of Surgery of the 
University of London.—The committee see no reason why the 
degree of Bachelor of Surgery of the London University should 
not be included in Schedule A. 

5. The penalty clause,—This im t clause, as framed b 
the General Council last year, has been substantially ad 
in the Home Office Bill. There is only one important point re- 

uiring notice—viz., that instead of the word ‘‘ Doctor,” as in 
the Council’s draft Bill, the words ‘‘ Doctor of Medicine” have 
been used in the Home Office draft Bill. The committee be- 
lieve that the effect of this alteration is materially to weaken 
the clause; as, if it be retained, unqualified persons will con- 
tinueas now to practise medicine, calling themselves ‘‘ Doctors, 
but not ‘‘ Doctors of Medicine,” and will thus evade the penal- 
ties. It might be said = using the word ‘* Doctor” only 
you include all Doctors, whether of philosophy, law, &c. The 
answer to this is, that it is only those who, not being regis- 
tered, are “‘ practising medicine under the title of Doctor, 
who are affected by the clause. The committee would advise 
the Council to represent this matter very specially to the 
Home Office. 

The committee believe that the Home Office Bill, with the 
amendments suggested by them to be adopted by the Council, 
would prove a salutary amendment of the Medical Act—one 
calculated to benefit the medical profession, but especially the 
public, for whose protection from unqualified practitioners it 
makes more efficient provision. They therefore trust that the 
Council will adopt it, and will, before the conclusion of the 
present session, send a deputation to the Home Office to state 
the views of the Council om Nam ; and further, to 
urge on the Government the expedi of the Bill being in- 
troduced as a Government measure. k 

Anprew Woop, Chairman. 

The Council then adjourned. 


Turspay, May 22xp. 


The Council was engaged during the whole of its sitting in 
discussing the draft of the Medical Acts Amendment Bill 
transmitted from the Home Office. ‘ 

Several of the clauses were adopted without discussion ; but 
Clause 11, with regard to the registration of foreign and colonial 

ractitioners, was the subject of a long debate. The Home 
Difice proposed that the Council should have the power of 
registering the holders of foreign and colonial diplomas ; 
that a schedule (called Schedule B) should be introduced into 
the Act comprising a list of the bodies whose diplomas should 
be recognised. The committee, however, recommended that 
such schedule should be introduced into the Act, but that the 
Council should publish an annual list of recognised foreign and 
colonial bodies with the sanction of the Privy Council. A 
was made by Sir D. J. Corrigan to omit all mention 
of foreign diplomas; but this was rejected by a considerable 
majority, oa a motion by Dr. Andrew Wood, based upon the 
recommendation of the committee, was adopted by the Council. 

On Clause 12, giving power to the Privy Council to add to 
the list of qualifications, several amendments were 
and the debate was adjourned in some confusion. . 

were presented from the Pharmacopeeia Committee 
and the Committee appointed to consider the letter from the 
War Department in reference to the mode of pending medi- 
cal qualifications possessed by army surgeons after their names 
in the Army List. 


Wepnespay, May 23rp. 


The Council resumed the discussion of the draft Medical 
Act. The solicitor read the draft of three clauses which Dr. 
Christison proposed to insert in lieu of Clause 12, and after 
some discussion they were adopted by the Council. 

On the consideration of Clause 14, declaring that the degree 
of Bachelor of Surgery conferred by the University of London 
should entitle any person to be , Dr. Pacer proposed 
as an amendment that the privi should not be restricted 
to the University of London,’ but should be granted to any 
university in the United Kingdom that might now or hereafter 


become entitled to grant the said degree. The amendment 
was agreed to. 

Dr. ANDREW Woop the ion of Clauses 15 and 
16, repealing Section of the Act of 1858, and providing a 
penalty for the assumption of titles, &c., by t per- 
sons practising medicine or surgery, with the of the 
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words ‘‘ Schedule B to,” and the words ‘‘ of medicine” i 


Tuurspay, May 
Dr. ALEx. Woop presented a report of the Medical Acts 
Amendment Committee with the Bill as amended 
yesterday in the committee of the whole Council. The Com- 


mittee suggested some slight alterations in the wording of tommy 


some of the clauses. 

Sir D, J. Corrigan the omission of the words in 
Clause 10 exempting rsons whose names had been erased 
from the Register with their 
the Act by reason of their being 
cure or treatment of any disease or injury. 

Mr. Syme seconded the motion, which, on being put, 
rejected (the number of votes being equal) by the casting 
of the President. 

It having been pointed out that the Council had no power 
in the Act to refuse to register foreigners who may have com- 
mitted crimes in their own country, it was moved by Mr. 
Casar Hawks that the solicitor should 
frame a clause giving such power. 

Mr. Ovvry, however, expressed a doubt whether a satisfac- 
tory clause of that character could be framed ; and the motion, 
on being put to the Council, was rejected. 

The t of the Medical Amendment Act was then 

to, with some slight amendments as suggested 
committee ; and the President was requested to write 
George Grey, requesting him to receive a deputation from 
Council on the subject of the Bill. 

On a motion for the adoption of the report of the committee, 

Sir D. J, Corrigan expressed his shitien to the Bill, and 
his belief that it was a useless and mischievous measure, inas- 
much as it opened the door to the influx of ‘‘ unwashed 
forei ” and made no provision for an improvement of the 
education of medical men. He as an amendment 
that application be made for a Royal Commission to inquire 
into the working of the Medical Acts. 

The amendment was lost, and the mation 

{A fall report of the proceedings on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday, of which we give a summary above, will be 
published in our next number. | 


THE CHOLERA AT LIVERPOOL. 
To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 


Srr,—As there seems to be some doubt in certain quarters 
as to the exact nature of the cases of cholera that have occurred 
with the appearances found after death on making an exami- 
nation of the body in the second case. 

Case 1.—The first case was that of a Dane, who was 
brought into the hospital at twelve o'clock at noon on the 30th 
of April, from a lodging-house in Hanover-street. It a ier 
that this man had come over from Rotterdam to Hull, and 
from Hull to Liverpool, en route to America, and that although 
he believed cholera was prevailing in certain parts of the con- 
tinent through which he had passed, he enjoyed good health 
till his arrival in this town, two days before his admission 
here.“ His symptoms on admission were the following : The 
— presented a peculiar shrunken expression, the features 

ing sharp and pinched, the eyes sunken and conjunctive red 
and co’ . There was a dusky appearance of the skin, 
especially of the face, hands, and feet; lips blue and livid ; 
the surface of the body was extremely cold, and the breath, 
as it issued from the mouth, communicated a distinctly cold 
sensation to the back of the hand. Is very restless, and con- 
tinually throwing off the bedclothes ; thirst insatiable, eagerly 
and y drinking cold water; cramps severe and long 
continued, accompanied by tenderness on pressure over ab- 
domen ; vomiting of a turbid fluid, presenting the well-known 
rice character, frequent and severe; complete suppression of 
urine, There was no ing. Pulse 136, rapid and almost 
imperceptible ; respiration 21, and very deficient. He was 


* He had been ill six hours before admission, with vomiting and cramps, 


be requested to | 


ordered spirits of camphor and chlorodyne, to be taken in a 
mixture composed of brandy and the yelk of eggs, every 
quarter of an hour; to have turpentine and laudanum con- 
-1+% "mem and general warmth to the surface 
of the 3 

Under this treatment the patient revived a little towards 


evening ; the vomiting ceased and the spasms were less severe, 
while the hed But the improve- 


tempo A 
although for the | 


| several very loose stools, presenting the rice-water cl 


| and Liverpool, to America. 

| before admission, with cramps, vomiting, and diarrhea. 

| Tosave a repetition, I may just say that the woman pre- 

| sented all the symptoms detailed shove, a ed, 

in addition, purging was very severe, of a rice-coloured 
Her voice was almost completely gone, and the tem- 


| 

| She was put under the preceding, but 
without ucing any improvement. To have plenty of ice 

| 

May 2nd.—As there was no evident improvement in her 
| ition, and as she was sinking fast, large doses of chloric 
| ith landanum and creasote, were given, but without 
gradually sank, and died at six p.m. that day. 
| The following are the pathological conditions found on 

presen: e peculiar shrunken appearance, 
eyes sunken and suffused, lips livid ; also purple discoloration 
the hands and lividity at 
ent positions 0: . On removi e calvaria 
pene a of the brain —-s with blood of a dark 
colour, and the brain itself was spotted with puncta cruenta 
abundantly ; the spinal column was also 
The right side of the heart, 2s well as the venw cave superior 
and inferior, were filled with semifluid blood of a black tarry 


to contain a turbi us fiuid resembling thin starch, 
evidently divisible into two layers, an outer and thicker and an 
inner and thinner layer. The follicular structure of the walls 
of the intestine was swollen, and the solitary and Peyer's 
patches, as well as the mesenteric glands, were enlarged and 
very prominent. The stomach contained a An 
the rice-coloured fluid ; otherwise natural. The gall-bladder 
was distended with bile, but not a trace of that secretion could 
be seen in the duodenum. 
highly congested, but otherwise y. The er was 
contracted and quite empty. 

I will repeat what I said in answer to a question by the 
coroner—viz., that I know of no disease except cholera, nor do 
i iti 
described above. 


With to the nature of the cases, I can assure you 
that several gentlemen here who have had large experience of 
the disease in India and elsewhere, had no hesitation in pro- 

ing the first case even, one of decided Asiatic cholera. 
Nor do I think a mere novice like myself could very well be 
mistaken in at once ascribing the symptoms detailed in the 
two cases to this disease, and more ee when the 
patients themselves informed us that cholera was Leger | 
idemically in certain parts of the continent through whi 
had passed on their way here. 
this tay bool to yon, 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Rost. Roserrson, M.D. Edin., 
Resident Medical Officer, Workhouse Hospital. 
Liverpool, May 10, 1866, 


Tue Committee of the Seamen’s Hospital Society 
have at length received a reply to their application for the use 
of ahulk. The Admiralty have granted to them the Bellisle, 
la en old ship of war, sent to the Baltic during the last war, 
jasa ital ship. Her fittings are still intact, and we ma 
| congraty. 


the Dreadnought authorities in that they hove 
| obtained a vessel so eminently suited for the purpose. 


| 
after the word ‘‘ doctor” in Clause 16. He maintained that | 
the words “‘of medicine” were retained the clause would be 
practically worthless. The motion was unanimously adopted. | 
The + ~¢ the Committee in reference to the proposed 
Bill was taken into consideration, and the various para- 
graphs were adopted seriatim with some alterations and | 
omissions. | 
as next day diarrhea came on, 
r of that day and night (Ist of May) 4 
it was not severe, early next morning (2nd of ~f he had 
lollowec y severe vomiting, cramps, and a diminution of the 
perature. He gradually sank, and died that evening. 
ask 2.—Johanna Schemberg, a German, admitted on May 
Ist, from the same hotel in this town as the Danish patient 
came from. She also was on her way from Rotterdam, vid 
consistence ; the left side and the aorta were empty. The 
lungs were highly congested, and filled with frothy serum at 
their bases. On laying open the intestinal canal it was found 
| 
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Tue session of the Medical Council which is still in progress 
may be regarded as one of the most useful and important 
which it has held. We have always considered that the work 
of the Council could not be estimated by the apparent and im- 
mediate results of its meetings. Under the influence of our 
British system of local self-government, and for want of a 
central co-ordinating power, the medical education and medi- 
cal qualifications of this country had fallen into the utmost 
confusion, The Council has had to proceed cautiously and 
tentatively in the work of reorganization. If it had adopted 
a positive and masterly tone, it would have found opposition 
where it ought to look for support, and, by raising a storm 
amongst the corporations—from which unfortunately it is itself 
too exclusively derived,—would have rendered progress impos- 
sible. Those persons who think that the semi-coercive power 
of the Council ought to have been called into play at the early 
stages of its existence, and that the recalcitrant bodies should 
in succession have been cited before the Privy Council, hardly 
estimate with sufficient attention the powers which time, indi- 
vidual interests, and associated privileges give to bodies so 


ancient, so independent, and so influential as the medical cor- 


porations. Nothing could have been more unfortunate than 
that the Medical Council, not yet firmly seated in the good 
opinion of the profession, and only the shadow of a name to 
the public at large, should have provoked open conflicts with 
the bodies which it was meant to consolidate and unite in 
associated action. On the other hand, it was due to the pro- 
fession which it was intended to guide, and to the public 
character and authority of its constitution, that it should not 
shrink from fairly, openly, and even very strongly urging 
upon each examining body the propriety of quickly conforming 
to the regulations which were adopted in Council assembled. 

We are not disposed to underrate, and we think that the 
profession will not be inclined to think lightly, of the general 
and undeniably valuable influence exercised by the repeated ex- 
pressions of opinion in the Council, the reiterated recommen- 
dations, and the wide publication of the admirable addresses 
supporting the recommendations of the Council—that a pre- 
liminary literary examination, conducted by certain named 
bodies, should be required of all students. It is a broad and 
patent fact that these recommendations have been and are 
being generally carried out, not always to the letter, not 
always sufficiently in the spirit, but in the main faithfully and 
usefully carried out. There can be no doubt that the class of 
medical students has improved under these influences, that 
their numbers have for the moment diminished, and their 
intellectual and social calibre has been increased. There can 
be as little doubt that this great, fundamental, and precious 
advantage—one which outweighs all others that could be ex- 
pected from the Medical Act—has resulted from the judicious 
if hitherto somewhat timid action of the Council. 

This year the Council has effected an important step in 


laying down the standard of education which should be re- 
quired from all students of medicine before entering upon their 
professional studies, ‘It has, indeed, adopted a conventional 
standard, and one from which we should for some reasons be 
disposed to dissent, It has sanctioned and recognised in public 
schools and establishments of preliminary education a course of 
study from which all scientific subjects are rigidly banished. It 
requires from the youth of seventeen or eighteen only a litile 
English, Greek, Latin, and algebra, and is content that he 
should spend all those years of his life in lingual and numerical 
studies, and that he should come to the medical school totally 
ignorant of scientific subjects. It does not seem to fear that 
by cramming into the student in four years all the practical 
and scientific subjects connected with medicine and surgery, 
it may make him, as Professor Hvxiey last week phrased it, 
an intelligent foie gras. It has not considered this part of the 
subject, or at least only very superficially. Dr. AcLAND, indeed, 
referred to it indirectly, and then only to express the opinion 
that scientific subjects should be included in the education of 
every other English gentleman than the medical man, because 
the latter would get them in the course of his medical education. 
But this is rather begging the question, since it assumes that 
that ought to be thrown into his medical courses of study which 
we think should precede it. The Council will, we may hope, 
at some future time consider the propriety of meeting the 
serious objections raised by Professor Sym, and in which 
we sympathise equally with Mr. Huxuey, to cramming the 
students with the indigestible mixture of scientific and prac- 
tical subjects now compressed into the brief period of medical 
study. If Professor Huxiey’s suggestion cannot be carried 
out by compelling the student to bring to the school of medicine 
a preliminary knowledge of natural science acquired in the 
course of ordinary education—and for this purpose the Medical 
Council must apply itself to work what would be at once a 
great change and a great reformation in our national system 
of school-teaching,—then it may be desirable to recommend 
for general adoption some such curriculum as that of the 
medical examinations of the University of London, where, 
first, the student passes his examination in preliminary sub- 
jects, languages and mathematics ; then, at a later period, a 
preliminary scientific examination in the scientific subjects ; 
and finally is examined in medical science and practice. This 
is the order also of the French system of examinations, 
Meantime we must express satisfaction that the Medical 
Council have fixed a standard. It is moderate, but it is 
understood to bea minimum, The returns which we print, 
furnished by the Medical Director-General of the Navy, show 
that this minimum will be greatly above the existing standard 
of knowledge of many candidates, for among those holding 
diplomas from various Colleges are men unable to translate 
the Pharmacopeia from which they daily prescribe. 

The next most important business of the Council has been 
the amendment of the Medical Act. Some persons would be 
disposed to place this first, and it is hardly worth quarrelling 
about priority in such matters. But we concur with Dr. 
SrorRAR that the most important of the primary functions of 
the Council is to elevate the educational position of the pro- 
fession, to provide that no men shall enter who have not 
received the education of gentlemen, who are not able to main- 
tain their position in any society of persons of fitting mental 
culture, and who have not given so much guarantee of their 
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intellectual capacity as may be afforded by evidence of ac- 
quirement of the ordinary rudiments of language and numbers ; 
and then to take measures to ensure a fitting means of medical 
study and sufficient tests of medical knowledge. The amend- 
ment of the Medical Act implies a conservation of the privi- 
leges of the medical profession as well as the protection of the 
public. We ought to be careful to deserve those privileges as 
well as to maintain them, and to protect the public from 
ignorance within as well as without our body. 

If the Council show lukewarmness about the improve- 
ment of professional examinations they will be open to the 
reproach of being more anxious about interests than duties. 
They have, however, done enough to claim from the Govern- 
ment an effectual amendment of the Act, such as will protect 
the registered and qualified practitioner from being confounded 
with the impostors who swarm the streets, without any but 
borrowed and unlawfully assumed titles. This there seems to 
be every disposition to do, We apprehend that public opinion 
is entirely in favour of such an amendment. It is more im- 
portant for the people at large to be protected against the 
wolves than it is for us that the false clothing should be 
stripped off. The Home Office have accepted the Bill with 
that amended 40th clause which we have several times printed, 
and which protects medical titles, making it penal to assume 
them, instead of the fraud lying as before in the false pretence 
of registration. But the Government have added a clause 
which we fully foresaw wovld be interpolated, and to which 
we have referred as almost inevitable—the authorizing the 
registration of foreign diplomas legitimately obtained by 
residence and examination at universities of repute, of which 
the Medical Council is to furnish a list. It is perfectly 
true that some continental countries are not so liberal 
to us; but England has always set a good example in 
this respect. It is urged also with some force that a 
French or German barrister would not be admitted on such 
terms to the English bar. But it must be remembered that 
there are at certain continental schools and universities facili- 
ties for study which do not exist here; for, whatever may be the 
advantages of local institutions, centralization favours science. 
A young Englishman (Mr. A. P. Herserr) was lately at the 
head of the students in Paris, and passed a series of brilliant 
examinations ; he is now interne of the French hospitals ; and 
when he comes over te his own country with a degree equal to 
that of the University of London, won by a laborious course 
of study, and associated with distinctions which have reflected 
honour upon him and upon us—seeing the difficulties over- 
come,—it would be monstrous that he should be unable to 
register that degree, or that he should be compelled to go 
through a further and long course of study here before he was 
qualified to practise. Dr. WiLLiam Jones, an English phy- 
sician, lately graduated M.D. of Paris, after a full course of 
study, taking the silver medal for his thesis—an important 
distinction. In our opinion, as in that of the Counsel of the 
Home Office, power should be reserved to the Council to make 
from time to time a list of universities whose degrees it will 
recognise. We warned those members of the Council, also, 
who opposed the registration of the Bachelorship of Surgery, 
that they were raising an opposition not less futile than it was 
illogical. The Government have now inserted a clause adding 
that title to the Register. 

The lengthy documents containing the reports of the 


visitors to examinations we are unable this week to publish, 
But in the returns from the Navy Board enough evidence is 
afforded of the extremely insufficient character of those exami- 
nations. It will be seen that more than one gentleman holding 
a single or even a double qualification for practice was found 
to be extremely ignorant of the most vitally important sub- 


. jects: materia medica, chemistry, botany, and midwifery. Of 


course this is the less surprising in the case of the gentleman 
who held only the diploma of the College of Surgeons, because 
they do not examine in any of these subjects. But others, 
holding Irish, English, and Scotch diplomas, showed a lament- 
able deficiency in different branches of preliminary and pro- 
fessional knowledge. The reports of the visitors speak in 
careful and guarded terms; but the discussion in Council may 
possibly be more pointed and outspoken. It is a great thing 
to have these reports printed. Official data’ are for the first 
time laid before the Council; and the improvements which we 
have so often pointed out as necessary will, we cannot doubt, 
be gradually brought about. They are hinted at, not ob- 
scurely, in the reports of some of the visitors. 

The Medical Amendment Bill has been very warmly and 
very tediously discussed in Council. The general result is, 
however, satisfactory. Sir Corrican brought for- 
ward a motion for an address for a Royal Commission, in- 
tending to substitute this amendment for the motion approving 
the Bill as amended. There is a good deal to be said in favour 
of such a Commission, as probably was felt by a number of 
the Council who voted against it, and, indeed, was admitted 
in the manly and eloquent speech of Dr. AcCLAND in opposition. 
It was, however, extremely ill-placed at this juncture. The 
Council have a definite piece of work before them. They 
have advanced nearly to the conclusion of it, The Amended 
Bill is put into a shape which, we venture to say, will be satis- 
factory to the profession, and which is approved by the Govern- 
ment. Such a measure is called for by the press and the 
public generally ; it is undoubtedly desired by the profession, 
and to have stopped its progress to ask for some general in- 
quiry at this moment would have been most unwise. It is 
difficult to suppose that Sir Domryic Corricay was in earnest 
in proposing his amendment, although he was very persistent 
in pressing it. 


WE are very glad to see that the guardians of the poor have 
arranged to meet in conference to consider the proposals of the 
Association for Improving the Condition of the Sick Poor in 
Workhouses. Whatever be their conclusions, whether favour- 
able or unfavourable to the resolutions of that Society—and 
no doubt they will not be favourable—the importance of re- 
peated public discussion of the treatment of the sick poor in 
workhouse infirmaries cannot be overrated. Free debate and) 
active ventilation of such a question as this is the very soul of 
sound reform. Already the condition of the sick poor in these 
infirmaries is greatly ameliorated. In every infirmary in Lon- 
don, not excepting that of St. George's, active measures have 
been taken to compare the standard of treatment which our 
Commissioners have indicated with that actually existing in 
these houses, and in the great majority extensive and con- 
siderable improvements have been made. The resolution pre- 
pared for the consideration of the guardians does not deny the 
existence of many disadvantages under which the pauper sick 
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suffer, but affirms that the plan proposed by the Association 
is destructive of local self-government, and objects to great 
hospital establishments including so many patients, as being 
ill-fitted for the recovery of the sick. If these were the only 
objections, the success of the scheme might be considered 
assured ; for the scheme of the Association, far from being 
destructive of local self-government, carefully provides for it, 
only enlarging the area of selection for the representatives of 
the ratepayers ; and the question of the size of the hospitals 
may be safely left to further and professional advice. 


Medical 


“Ne quid nimis,” 


THE CONSULTING PHYSICIAN OF THE 
CHARTERHOUSE. 

WE have very great pleasure in announcing to the profession 
that at the last meeting of the governors of the Charterhouse 
Dr. Frederic Farre, of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, was unani- 
mously elected Consulting Physician, in the place of Dr. 
Babington, recently deceased. We heartily congratulate Dr. 
Farre on his appointment, as in selecting him the governors 
have not merely done themselves honour, but have been able 
also to place on the medical staff of their institution an old 
Carthusian. It is always pleasant to see old school ties kept 
up; and in this instance, besides being a Charterhouse boy, 
Dr. Farre obtained the distinction of Gold Medalist, as well 
as Captain of the School. We trust he may retain for many 
years this agreeable and suitable appointment. 

Mr. Nicoll has taken up his residence and duties as medical 
officer; and Dr. Miles, who for a quarter of a century had been 
the resident official, has retired, we hear, not only with the 
warm good wishes and regard of his brother officers of the 
mess, of the school-boys (both foundation and private scholars), 
and of the old gentlemen who are called ‘‘ Brothers,” but also 
with very substantial tokens of their esteem in the shape of 
silver inkstands and other memorials. It is always gratifying 
to us to record the appreciation which is frequently manifested 
to old and respected members of the profession, and we are 
especially glad to notice it in the present instance. 


THE EDINBURGH CLUB. 

Amonost the pleasant and thriving medical societies of 
London is now to be reckoned the Edinburgh University Club. 
The conditions of membership—always assuming the principal 
one, that of being a graduate of Edinburgh—being easy, and 
the great duty (that of dining frequently with one’s academical 
associates) being eminently a pleasure, it is not to be wondered 
at that nearly three hundred graduates have joined this Club. 
This pleasure, always enhanced when some veteran of the 
school is in the chair, was well-nigh complete on the evening 
of Thursday the 17th inst., when the Club dined at St. James's 
Hall under the presidency of the Professor of Clinical Surgery. 
For it is a most creditable peculiarity of Mr. Syme to enjoy 
in a very high degree the esteem, we had almost said the 
affection, of his pupils, who now represent two generations. 
This remark may scarcely be intelligible to those who are only 
familiar with the polemical aspects of Mr. Syme’s character, 
but it will be quite understood and endorsed by the members 
of the Club. It was refreshing to them to see him, after a 
lapse of time, so exactly like what he was when they knew 
him as students, and listened to his pointed practical wisdom. 
He had scarcely proposed ‘‘ The Queen,” which he did in a 
sentence of his own acute Saxon, when all the style of the man 


flashed upon them as if only yesterday they had been his 
pupils, and sat silent before him, as students do before men of 
few words and many thoughts, and watched him as he rubbed 
his knees and his face brightened up with smiles as he looked 
on a good case (they were all good cases) of excised elbow- 
joint or amputation at the ankle, Few men have more intense 
individuality than Mr. Syme. Whether presiding at a dinner 
or delivering a clinical lecture, he is Mr. Syme and nobody 
else ; and the sight of this rare individuality, in a modish and 
conventional time, made a large part of the pleasure of the 
Edinburgh guests on the 17th. The meeting was worthy of 
the chairman. Divinity, Letters, and Medicine were worthily 
represented, James Hamilton, Charles Mackay, and James 
Copland were there, among eighty members. Dr. Murchison 
and Dr. Markham reasonably congratulated themselves on the 
success of the Club which they had so much to do in origi- 
nating, the latter gentleman making some forcible remarks on 
the claims of the Scotch Universities to two seats in the “‘ re- 
distribution” arrangement, Dr. Alexander Wood, in a most 
happy speech, proposed ‘‘The Alma Mater.” And not the 
least pleasure of the evening was the speech of Mr. J. F. 
Clarke, whose long memory enabled him to do justice to the 
Edinburgh School for its liberality of thought and action 
in times when liberality was not so much a fashion as it is 
to-day. Edinburgh men may well feel proud of their Univer- 
sity and of their Club. 


PROVIDENCE AND IMPROVIDENCE. 

BetweEEN seventy and eighty years ago several members of 
the profession, amongst whom were Dr. Denman, Dr. Baillie, 
Dr. Wm. Hawes, and Mr. Martin Ware, impressed with the 
conviction that the medical practitioners of that period seldom 
attained independence, and too often left their families unpro- 
vided for, founded a Society for the relief of Widows and 
Orphans of Medical Men in London and its vicinity. Muni- 
ficent contributors themselves, and bringing their example 
and influence to bear upon others, they established a fund, 
with the benevolent object of carrying out the purposes 
of the Society. Members were admitted to participate in 
its benefits by the payment of two guineas annually. Those 
benefits consisted in the granting of annuities to the widows 
and orphans of those members who left no provision for 
their maintenance. For many years the receipts of this 
beneficent institution so far exceeded its disbursements that 
eventually the capital stock of the Society amounted to the 
large sum of nearly £70,000. It is truly remarkable that so 
few of those more immediately interested in the object of the 
Society availed themselves of the advantages which it con- 
ferred. It is probably not beyond the truth to state that since 
the foundation of this Society hundreds of medical practitioners 
who were eligible as members, after a life of toil and trouble, 
have sunk to the grave in poverty, leaving their widows and 
children destitute. The simple payment of two guineas a year 
would have averted this calamity. They were appealed to, 
but in vain. Improvident only as regarded themselves, they 
neglected ‘‘the golden opportunity” until it was too late. It 
is really impossible to comprehend the state of mind of those 
who fail to fulfil an obligation as sacred as it is important. But 
so it was, and so it is. Even in the present year the Society 
consists of but 452 life members and those paying annual 
subscriptions. Yet at this moment there are 51 widows and 
22 orphans of late members receiving relief from its funds. 
This relief is given in no niggardly spirit. Last year the sum 
distributed amounted to nearly £1500. From November, 1793, 
to December, 1865, a sum of £66,748 16s, has been expended 
in relief amongst 136 widows and 137 children, comprised in 
144 families relieved. It must, moreover, be borne in mind, 
that the widows and children of deceased members are not put 
to the expense and exposure of public canvass. Their claims 
are laid before a Court of Directors which meets quartérly, 
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and, if those claims are satisfactorily made out, the annuities 
are awarded. Nor is the degree of the benefit which is conferred 
upon the recipients to be estimated by the mere amount which 
is distributed amongst them, generous as that relief is : it has 
always come at the right time; and, coming at that right time, 
has rescued from misery and poverty a number of most 
estimable and deserving persons. 

At the anniversary festival of the Society, held last week at 
the Albion Tavern, presided over by the venerable son of one 
of its founders, Mr. Martin Ware, one of the most lamentable 
facts brought to notice was the apathy or indifference of 
and orphans might derive benefit. Year by year we have 
placed before our brethren the advantages connected with this 
beneficent Society; and what is the melancholy result? We 
are getting out of heart at reiterating our appeals to those who 
turn a deaf ear to them. Two hundred and nine only pay 
annually. The members for life, who number 243, are those 
who it may be presumed have subscribed charitably, and 
not with the view of deriving any benefit that might accrue to 
their widows and orphans by contributing to the funds of the 


How is this institution to be made available to a larger 
number of those who imperatively require assistance at its 
hands? Clearly by making it less restricted; throwing it 
open to the members of the profession throughout the United 
Kingdom. Why should the Society limit its operations to 
London and its vicinity? Let it extend its sphere of useful- 
ness, and we hesitate not to say that its funds will be aug- 
mented and its scope of charity consequently extended. We 
express this opinion on no light grounds. Mr. Tidd Pratt 
endorses it. Having said so much, we commend to the directors 
of the Society a suggestion which, if adopted, cannot fail to 
confer upon a great number its inestimable advantages. 


THE SPHYGMOGRAPH IN ENGLISH MEDICAL 
PRACTICE. 


We have received a small pamphlet, published by Dr. 
Balthazar Foster, of Birmingham, which requires some notice 
from us, and of which we are sorry we cannot speak with ap- 
probation. For some months past the use of Marey’s sphygmo- 
graph has been prominently placed before the profession. In 
@ paper read at the Medical Society of London on the 20th of 
November last, Dr. Anstie introduced the instrument to the 
notice of the English medical profession. He explained that 
as early as November, 1864, Dr. Burdon Sanderson had been 
working clinically with the sphygmograph ; and that from the 
beginning of 1865 he had himself been associated with that 
gentleman in a series of physiological and clinical experiments 
on the effect of remedies on the sphygmographic trace of the 
pulse, which had been productive of interesting results, though 
these were not yet sufficiently complete to induce the authors 
to publish them. Dr. Anstie exhibited a large number of dia- 
grams illustrating some entirely new views of the clinical uses 
of the sphygmograph for diagnosis and prognosis in acute dis- 
eases (particularly fevers), which had also resulted from the 
joint researches of Dr. Sanderson and himself. Since that 
time Dr. Anstie has also communicated to the hospital 
“‘ Mirror” of this journal two important cases (with diagrams) 


illustrating the diagnostic value of the instrument in cases of | i 


aneurism. And at the present moment Drs. Sanderson and 
Anstie are on the point of publishing in Taz Lancet sphygmo- 
graphic researches on cardiac diseases, which, as Dr. Foster 
has the best reasons for knowing, have extended over a period 
of nearly eighteen months, and were in full progress at a time 
when Dr. Foster himself was probably unaware even of the ex- 
istence of Marey’s sphygmograph. Under these circumstances 
we cannot think it proper for Dr. Foster to publish a pamphlet 
like the one we are commenting on, nor for his friends in the 
medical and general press to glorify it as the first introduction 


of the sphygmograph into English practice... The pamphlet is 
scarcely more than a collection of cuttings from the ‘‘ Physio- 
logie de la Circulation du Sang” of M. Marey—a work which 
has long been in the hands of many English physicians. We 
protest against the publication of a réchaujfé of this kind, more 
especially when its natural effect would be to give Dr. Foster 
the credit which is certainly due to others. 

We learn with pleasure that Sir Dominic Corrigan will 
probably be put forward as a candidate for the i 
of the Queen’s University, Ireland, if the clause in Mr. Glad- 
stone’s Reform Bill giving a member to that corporation is 
liberality, and culture which could be desired in the represen- 
tative of a university and in a medical member of Parliament. 


Ir is understood that the Scotch Universities are ot satisfied 
with the share of representation allotted to them under the 
Reform Bill. The number of graduates is said to be four 
times that of the University of London, and Edinburgh alone 
has more graduates registered than London, while a large 
number who have not kept their names on the books would 
enter them to obtain a vote. It is felt therefore that Edin- 


question is one which interests our profession. A deputation 
from the Edinburgh Graduates’ Club in London will wait upon 
the Lord Advocate to press the claims of their University. 

A cask of hydrophobia alleged to be successfully treated by 
salivation is reported in the daily papers as holding out hope- 
ful of further and future success. This method of 
treatment has, however, been largely employed, and without 
any success. It was at one time much trusted to; but con- 
stant failures have caused it to be laid aside. Full details and 


Tue reports of the visitors of the examinations are printed 
for the use of the Council. We reserve our observations, but 


tions as passing catheters, on bandages, i 
in subject. It is for 


could operations on the 
the Modicat Counc 
it is expedient to ude in an 


we believe, will be di a on the examinations 
actually gone through. We have y expressed an opinion 
on the primary i which is con- 
fined to surgery, strictly so called, it if we may be 


will permit. . SHARPEY, 
Gro. Coorrr, 
To the Branch Council of Engiand. E. A. Parkes. 


In the desirability of the last paragraph 
I must express my doubts as to its practicability.—G. C.” 


A NOTICE against stray dogs was issued by the 
Mayor of Leeds a fortnight ago; and since then u of 


fifty animals found in the streets have been 


Society. 
| 
| burgh University is entitled to the whole of a representative, 7 
| instead of being condemned to a fractional representation. A 
| large proportion of the graduates are medical, so that the 
phobia by old Samuel Cooper, in his famous “‘ Dictionary of 
Surgery,” an article which is full of erudition. 
as a good deal of interest will be attached by our readers to il 
the report on the College of Surgeons, we may extract from 
that report this week the following paragraph :— 
** Second, or Pasa, or Pathological and Surgical Examina- H 
tion. —The candidates were practically tested, as far as it could 
be done, by the preparations on the table ; but there was no q 
| ractical testing of manual skill and readiness in such o 
| examination for a qualification in surgery ur present duty, uj 
Tm age, 
&, as already hinted, it seems desirable, and we feel assured 
is quite practicable, to subject the candidate to practical 
exercises in bandaging and other such appliances, and in 
ions on the dead subj as far as the supply of subj 
| | 
| 
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DR. EDMUNDS AND THE STATISTICS OF 
DEATH AFTER CHILDBIRTH. 

Tux Case of Edrounds versus Wakley, in which Dr. Edmunds 
charges a libel against Tue Lancer in respect to comments 
made upon his address at the opening of the last session of the 
Female Medical College, and his subsequent letter to The Times, 
having gone over as a remanet from the last Nisi Prius sittings, 
and being likely to be postponed to the next term in July, we 
have thought it right to state at once the result of further in- 
vestigations which we have made into the questions at issue. 
We have already expressed our regret that the writer of the 
comments referred to should have cast imputations upon Dr. 
Edmunds’s good faith and fair intentions in using the argu- 
ments and drawing the conclusions which he did. We may 
now say that we have ascertained that, not only do these argu- 
ments and conclusions appear to have been put forward in good 
faith, but that the facts and figures quoted were correctly stated, 
fairly compared, and drawn from the most authentic sources. 
We still differ from Dr. Edmunds as to the inference that the 
danger of producing puerperal fever, on which he justly insists, 
would be diminished by the systematic employment of mid- 
wives in place of medical practitioners. But this is a matter 
on which Dr. Edmunds may fairly differ from us, and we have 
no doubt that he acted throughout with good intentions. Dr. 
Edmunds is impressed with the belief that there was some 
actual malice towards himself in the origin of these imputa- 
tions, and that an ill-feeling exists towards him personally on 
the part of Taz Lancer. This we expressly disclaim. Dr. 
Edmunds was one of the most distinguished prizemen at his 
College. He was for two years a painstaking dresser at 
the largest of our surgical hospitals. He has since in private 

ice laboured hard and successfully, and has especially 


practice 

had the rare satisfaction of saving the lives of both mother and 
child by the Cesarean operation. We are glad of the oppor- 
tunity of again referring to this case, a full account of which 


was published in Tue Lancer of Jan. 5th, 1861. And any- 
thing which may have from time to time appeared in our 
columns should be understood as applying to the merits of the 
public question then and there discussed, and not as intended 
‘to impugn the personal honour or professional character of 
Dr. Edmunds. In certain previous controversies, we are 
inclined also to think that Dr. Edmunds’s opponents have 
net always been sufficiently careful and accurate in their 
statements of alleged matters of fact; while Dr. Edmunds 
seems not to have laid himself open to the same remark. 
We have a few words to add as to the Female Medical College 
recently commenced in Fitzroy-square, We learn with satis- 
faction that the scope of this institution is not so wide as we 
had been led by its title to believe, as we have no sympathy 


Dietetics, and the management of the 
sick room and of the ailments peculiar to women and children. 
Dr, Edmunds would not, we are informed, take part with his 
committee in forwarding any arrangements by which lady 
midwives would be induced to associate themselves with the 
daties of general practice. The supply of well-educated mid- 
wives is undoubtedly less than the demand, and the more 
actively and successfully that object is pursued, the greater 
will be the benefit to society. Could the title be altered so 
as more strictly to indicate the objects of the College, we 
should entirely applaud the enterprise. 


Tue medical department of the Austrian army is, 
 Dumreicher, the 


CONFERENCE 


or 
POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS ON THE 
IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED IN 
LONDON INFIRMARIES. 

Tax Poor-law Board has issued a detailed circular letter to 
the medical officers of the metropolitan work houses asking for 
accurate information concerning their salaries ; their duties, 
and the time occupied in performing them ; the space required 
for patients—‘‘ judging entirely from their own observation 
and experience ;” the actual number of patients accommodated, 
the number who could fairly be accommodated in the existing 
building, and the alterations and improvements judged neces- 
sary. The medical officers—or at least two-thirds of them— 
met on Wednesday last to confer touching these elaborate and 
important questions. A feeling was expressed by mang that 
they were placed in a rather difficult position as respects their 
employers, the guardians, upon whose acts and arrangements 
they were called to sit in judgment by these questions. It was, 
however, unanimously decided that the questions ought to be 
answered ; and that the answers should have reference to what 
might be claimed for the sick poor in accordance with the de- 
mands of modern medical science and hygiene. The resolutions 
passed adopted 1000 cubic feet and 80 of floor space; paid 
nurses; one window to two beds; night-nurses; day-rooms for 
the infirm; resident medical officers, and increase of salaries, — 
as the principal desiderata. Numerous instances were given of 
the untrustworthiness and ignorance of pauper nurses. The 
chair was occupied by Dr. Joseph Rogers, medical officer of the 
Strand Union. Some medical officers expressed the intention 
of asking for 1200 cubic feet, which is the allowance of mili- 
tary hospitals, and less than that of the civil hospitals. One 
gentleman there professed himself satisfied with 500 feet, and 
with pauper nurses. When his house, however, was visited by 
our Commission, the wards were found to smell badly, and the 
patients were washing themselves in the chamber vessels. For 
our part we can but express our gratification that the Poor-law 
Board should, in the present state of affairs, resort to its 
natural advisers—the medical officers; and in the resolutions 
passed will be found the fullest and most complete verification 
of the statements and opinions of our Commissioners. 


Correspondence. 
Andi alteram partem.”* 


SYPHILITIC INOCULATION LN 1865. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 

S1r,—How Mr. Lee, after having volunteered to enlighten 
the profession upon the cases which have recently been under- 
going inoculation in the Lock Hospital, should have fallen into 
such a state of utter confusion them, as is evinced 
by his letter in Tue Lancer of the 19th inst., is altogether 
beyond my comprehension. The question at issue, however— 
viz., the imoculability of the indurated sore on a syphilitic 
patient—is of such paramount importance in the pathology of 
syphilis that I must beg your permission to make a final effort 
to set him right as to the facts. 

Mr. Lee in his recent lectures stated his belief that Dr. 
Boeck, during his residence in England, did not succeed in pro- 
ducing a lineal series of inoculations from an in- 
durated sore in any one instance. I therefore thought it right to 
explain, that in one instance at least, to my certain knowledge, 
Dr. Boeck did succeed in obtaining such a result. I explained, 
as I thought, beyond the possibility of misconception, that 
the patient in whom this result was obtained was a female ; 


a 

| 

ea 

| 

i for the notion of making lady physicians. Its present lectures 

4 are designed to supplement the practical tuition given to mid- 

if wives at our lying-in hospitals, and to furnish ladies generally 

ql with an opportunity of acquiring the Principles of Hygiene and 

| 

A celebrated surgeon, who has volunteered with his pupils to 

superintend the hospital arrangements. : 
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made two days previously. 
attest 


I am, Sir, your obedient are 
Berkeley-street, Piccadilly, May 2st, 1866. James Lawn. 


DR. LAYCOCK ON DELIRIUM TREMENS. 
To the Editor of Tun Lancer. 


I treat of the canses of delirium tremens in the identical 
page of the Hdinburgh Medical Journal to which Dr. Johnson 
refers his readers as follows :— 


as to ive time for the brain-symptoms i 
the. of the delirium to be 


manifested, before ing active treatment. Now I pre- 
sume this result is attained by the elimination of the intoxi- 
i ink; and to this extent only, and no further, do I 
iminati which Dr. Johnson attributes to 

four cases of spirit-drinkers 


Tus Lanxcer,) 
a male under the care of Mr. Walter Coulson. On the 25th 
of November six inoculations were made by Dr. Boeck on 
. the female patient with matter taken from the indurated ** Delirium tremens is usually understood to be a disease 
sore in Mr. Coulson’s male patient, D——. ll six were fol- | consequent upon the sottish or excessive use of aleoholie or 
lowed by well-developed pustules, which were inoculated suc- | fermented drinks. ......But it is only a few of those who drink \ 
cessfully through eleven generations in the same female patient. | hard that have delirium tremens at all; while those drunkards q 
Yet now, to my surprise, in spite of all this, Mr. Lee says that | who have it are subject to it paroxysmally, or suffer only occa- | 
D— was the only patient in whom Dr. Boeck was supposed | sionally, under certain conditions. 
to have obtained positive results from an indurated sore. It tp ow 
had never occurred to me to include D——- among Dr. Boeck’s | as the disease is one of cerebral disorder, we may conclude that 
ee eS ae they have reference—1, to the condition of the brain or its 
of Mr. Coulson, to whose perseverance any credit ing to | vessels ; 2, to the condition of the blood circulating therein ; 
the result is therefore due. It is a case in point, and one of | 3, to the condition of important viscera in close relation with : 
very great importance; but it has never been reckoned among | morbid conditions of the blood or brain. Under these three 
Dr. Boeck’s cases. heads may be classed, as follows, the more important of the 
I believe daily, for nearly three weeks ; but it was only at itions necessary to an attack. 
end of that time that he succeeded in obtaining characteristic ‘*]. Conditions of the brain or its veasels.—(a) Habitual stima- ‘ 
pustules. Mr. Lee has thrown doubt on this case, because the | lation from any cause, whether it be more materially and me- 
6 chanically by drugs, as spirits, wine, malt-liquor, (with its 
soft sores, he thinks it possible that some mixture of the | constituent adulterating drugs,) or opium, ether, &c.; or psy- 
two matters may have taken place. Having had nothing to do | chically, from over-thought, overwork (mentally), continued 
with the case, this is no affair of mine ; but I wish to point out | anxiety, strong emotions, sexual indulgence. (6) Constitu- 
that the 27th November was the day on which D—— was first | tional predisposition to irregular cerebral action, known as the 4 
inoculated with matter from soft sores, and that the imocula- SS ee 
tions on the female patient from D——’s indurated sore were | ‘nervousness,’ insanity,. pom he convulsive dis- 7 
eases, neuralgia, &c. (c) iti the result of antecedent. 
nema indurated sore,” and as Dr. Boeck imoculated the | membranes.......(d) Recent injuries to the head received in the : 
patient from it while it was in its original state, and | drunken state; or diseases affecting the brain especially, which } 
it in clear that Dr. Hoock did eucceed im thie instance i liver, spleen, kidneys, &c. 
durated sore, which is the point for which I have been con- | blood predominantly. (6) Defective supply of nutrient ma- 
tending. terials in the blood consequent on loss of appetite or inability 
I may as well add that the female patient was not inoculated po ny (ce) The presence of fever-poi (d) Re- 
with any matter from soft sores till after this series was com- | tai 
pleted. “3. viscera. —(a) Inflammatory affec- 
There have been no less than five successful cases of inocu- et y ever absent ; duodenitis with consti- 
lation from indurated sores at the Lock Hospital during the | pation uent ; hepatitis and chronic nephritis, or chronic 
by myself, and two by Mr. Coulson. first three were | diseases, as of the liver, stomach, and kidney, may be looked q 
inoculations. ‘*These are mentioned as predominant conditions ; they do q 
not exclude, however, other causes of morbid change in the M 
brain and in the blood, and which are presented in cases of q 
able and important is the sleeplessness so constantly observed 4 
to precede and accompany the: delirium, and which, itself a ] 
further morbid changes in the brain upon which both it and ' 
Sir,—In the concluding portion of a lecture on Delirium 
Tremens by Dr. Johnson, published in Taz Lancer for April | Consists essentially in the treatment of these con:litions : thi 
28th last, I find the following paragraph being attained, tho 
anotl theory of delir ad. | is These views are illustrated by the following 
vocated . Laycock.* is theory is that the presence of : intnst i 
alcohol in the blood is the immediate cause of the disease, and | (whisky drinker) at the time of admission into the Edioberghe | 
therefore that the main object of treatment should be to eli- Infirmary, although showing also the symptoms of the delirium. 
minate the alcohol. Opium and alcohol must, according to his It is an important practical fact that the great majority of this \ 
sine claus of patients are more or les alcoolized when they fir 
alcohol Dr. perpe- | come ur treatment, or, in plain phrase, are drunk as well 
, states that a glass of wine with gruel at bedtime is a very ; 
: useful ific in the treatment of delirium tremens.” 
| t physician who 
| makes this statement that he is entirely mistaken in attri- 
| a oe ive theory of the pathology and treatment 
of delirium tremens to me. I cannot even imagine how he 4 
has fallen into the error, because in the paper te which he 
exceptions ae expresly stato therein, ot another paper o allow time for the alcohol present in the blood to be eliminated 
mine published in the h Medical Journal for November, | before taking other ; 2, to procure sleep. A i 
1862, as a sequel to the preceding. In short, I have never at 
any Sine ox in ony Place tanght or alleged that the presence of after long abstinence from food sufficed to procure sleep. I ; 
alcohol in the is the “‘immediate cause” of delirium 8 
- : usually direct a basin of light nourishing soup or beef-tea to be { 
tremens, and, therefore, that the main object of treatment i P ; lid food. 3 
] m* | taken at nine or ten o ; more solid food is not well tole- { 
should be to eliminate the alcohol, as Dr. Johnson so dis-| rated at first by the irritable stomach. Two or three table- ; 
, bere berageee Alcohol is the cause of drunkenness (ebrietas), spoonfuls of wine are added, y to make the soup more 
bat is not delirium tremens. and par medically; for experience ha su 
‘ © Edinburgh Medical Journal, 1858-9, p. 289, oe that a slight stimalant at bedtime is the best hypnotic. 
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brandy. 

The treatment I advocate is rational and not theoretical ; 
that is to say, it is founded on a careful investigation of the 
state of each patient. In each we have to determine ‘‘ when 


it 
recently or previously; to the lungs, with reference to - 
monia, bronchitis, and acute congestive affections (and as to 
sym 


tremens ; and, I repeat, I cannot even imagine what has led 
Dr. Johnson to make the statements quoted above. I have, 


the treatment of the latter disease. It would interest me to 
be informed exactly where Dr. Johnson found the materials for 
what he has attributed to me; certainly in none of my own 
papers. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Rutland-street, Edinburgh, May sth, 1866. T. Laycock, M.D. 


IODIZED COTTON. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,—I have received so many communications concerning 
the “iodized cotton” made on the 15th of last March at my 
suggestion by Messrs. Bell and Co. of Oxford-street, and ex- 
hibited by me at the conversazione of the Obstetrical Society on 
the 29th of March, that I am induced to send you the follow- 
ing particulars for the information of your numerous readers. 
It is made as follows :—Two ounces of iodide of potassium and 
one ounce of iodine are dissolved in eight ounces of glycerine, 
in which solution eight ounces of cotton wool are y 
saturated and then carefully dried. The best method of ap- 


* Practical Notes on the Diagnosis, and Treatment of Delirium 
‘Tremens. Edinburgh Medical Journal, November, 1862. 


clean, li 
all fessor 


It was me 
that she preferred this | y to all others, because the 
laundress of the village, of which her husband is rector, does 
not know by her linen that she has any internal disease, which 
Several of my patiente, wholly unconecious of the nature the 
remedy, have complained of a taste of sea-weed from four to 
eight hours after its introduction. If the iodized cotton be 
withdrawn from the vagi thirty hours it is nearly 


THE NEW BYE-LAWS OF THE COLLEGE 
SURGEONS. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


adv, in NCET. 

lations of the meetings of Fellows and Mem 
they may ohtedn some share in the direction of 
the - 


: 


OF 


When may we hope that the Fellows, if not 
the Members too, shall meet annually and receive from the 


Council a statement of its proceedings during the past year, 


the 
sures which, with many others, have been during 


majority of the governing body. Let the Fellows at each elec- 
tion of councillors not fail to send an accession of strength to 


Council; annual meeting of the and 


; and, as a consequence of these, a system of exami- 


a which shall afford of sufficient a 
candidates for the ip and the membership. 


‘ 
In typhus and t, id fever, when wakefulness and nocturnal | plyi it is to take a portion of the iodized cotton about the 
the patient, no more eflciens or enfer remedy half-crown piece secured by some silk thread tied 
than this supper of vinous soup can be given.” ty poate 
i Dr. Johnson will observe that there is not a word here or | against the cervix uteri, over w AS 5 vr cotton ‘ 
indeed elsewhere of a ‘‘ glass of wine with gruel.” In truth, I freely saturated in 
ay think I never prescribed gruel for any case whatever of delirium | glycerine, should ye retained in situ while the 
i, tremens. As to my alleged eliminative ‘‘theory,” the sum of —— is being wi wn. It we hy applied twice or 
hie what I stated is—get your patient sober and keep him so ; ve times a week, and be kept in upper part of the 
I hardly think’that to direct two or three tablespoonfuls 
, of wine to be taken in soup at bedtime amounts to a ‘‘ curious he cases in which I have found the application most useful 
a inconsistency,” nor Seleedl would the prescription of a glass of | are, subinvolution with or without congestion or induration of 
; tissue ; in cases of chronic inflammatory enlargements and 
| parently ue to acrid secretion passing through fhe on 3 
a | im two cases of fibroid disease of the anterior lip of the 
4 diet and regimen will serve, and when opium, ta) emetic, | uterus; in chronic pelvic cellulitis; in hematocele ; and in one 
Le? digitalis, Gide eran like are to be administered, and | case of epithelial cancer of the neck of the uterus. 
ia how.” I quote from my second paper,* and in the same paper | It possesses the following advantages :—It is 
i, I thus indicate the general points :-— and portable ; it produces no irritation ; destroy 
In the treatment of all cases alike there are certain points i tincture of iodine, 
et to be attended to which may be briefly noted. The patient is | is more readily and can be in contact with the 
im, to be put to bed, his clothes taken away, and all friends dis- | diseased tissues for a longer period. oreover, it does not 
missed. The hands and face must be washed ; the room kept 
i cool and fresh, but not cold. No mechanical restraint must and many other topical applications in general use ‘or uterine 
i be attempted, but the patient governed by a calm, gu. yet | affections. 2 
{ firm and positive manner. If the breath smells o drink, it 
ia will be expedient to await the elimination of the poison ; and 
ta nothing more than a purgative should be given medicinally, 
a unless there is reason to suspect an overdose, when a gentle 
ve emetic may be prescribed. ......... The patient should be exa- 
Be, mined carefully, as qouaetip offers, for any complications. 
=) More especially the attention should be directed to the —} 
n | showing beyond all doubt that it has parted with the greater 
ht part, if not all its iodine. On analysis, a portion of the iodized 
14) cotton which had been retained forty-eight hours in the vagina 
iat ); to the Aeart and pulse ; e 8 Ot the (ever ; was found to contain only a slight trace of chlorine. I should 
to the Budneys and bladder, an to retention of urine, albu-| state that 
minuria, &c. can remove it herself at any time. 
patient, and the kind and amount of intoxicant taken ; as to 
expecially with to opium end of female affections will give it fair in suitable cases, 
stimulants ; and as to any predisposition to disorder. 
ia complications, and when the true character of the hallucina- | Grosvenor-street, May, 1866. Kosert Greennaton, M.D. 
tions &c. is manifested, independently of the direct influence of 
a is is most important), practitioner is in a position 
' establish his diagnosis and prognosis.” 
coho opium theoreti: . Now, ve now’ i 
iq cussed aoe t ium checks climination or not in delirium | 5!®,—In comparing the new bye-laws of the College of 
q 
i} year, 1 regret extremely to see how little change has been 
A in fact, great doubts whether ‘‘ opium checks elimination.” I) made in the present radically bad government of the College. 
beth and in cartain In vain do I look for any of those reforms which have been so 
2 and I have not the slightest reason for concluding that it p 4 
rates, when vadinouate given, as a check on elimination ie. long and patiently ex by the profession, and so earnestly 
lirium tremens, or even in cholera. of 
it acts conversely. And I therefore whereby 
not wholly concur with Dr. Johnson’s theory as applied to the affairs of 
i so that the conduct of €ach councillor may be scrutin 
their constituents before re-election? How long are we to 
for a regular publication of the deliberations of the Council, 
long series 
one or two 
the reforms 
necessary to restore to the College of Surgeons its authority as 
a representative of the medical profession. 
+ ing indeed to find how little the efforts of the more 
{ councillors have availed in —_ the vis inertia of the 
i é liberal phalanx, 50 as conve € present minority in 
it a working majority. Then those reforms so badly wanted 
Vo 
| in dis- 


h 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Tue suspected poisoning of the three brothers Bushby at 
Ponteland is still the principal topic of professional interest 
here ; and the matter has now, indeed, reached a stage fur- 
ther than mere suspicion, as arsenic has been detected in the 


too, although often on the side of error, seems in this case to 
have been guided towards truth, for there appears to have 
been a feeling of some strength in the neighbourhood that the 
Bushbys were victims of intentional or accidental poisoning. 
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the farm, on Jan. 
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heartening, indeed, to contemplate the present superficial | went to help at the house, deposed to the illness of the in- 
method in which the men are tested. Asan example of this | mates, and on the 27th of December she saw the brothers 
haphazard system I may mention that, on a recent occasion, one | John, William, and George vomiting. On one occasion her 
. of the veteran examiners was unable to retain in his memory 
the answer to a question he had put, even while the reply was | o'clock in the morning. He had some bread and butter to eat 
in course of delivery ; so that the unfortunate student had to | towards evening, and the same night was very sick, with pain 
“try back” as he went along to refresh his inquisitor’s recol- in his stomach, and vomited green matter. He was also 
lection of what he had just said. This incident reminds me | purged.—Mrs. Anderson, who went to the house to assist on ’ 
by contrast of an examination of candidates for licence to prac- | the occasion of William Bushby’s death, an hour after a dinner 
: July day, while strolling through the quadrangles of the Uni- | got relief.— 
| versity, seeking a cool place in which to an hour or two | 4th, an hour 
| of the blazing heat, I turned into the Hail, where a public ex- | rirdic cake, lele ULWEL WIth and sense of 
| amination was going on. At the moment of my entrance the | ymmach ; was purged that night, and afterwards 
neophyte was being pretty severely crot-questioned ou the mbness and uneasiness in the right arm 
diagnosis he had delivered of the disease of a patient oe came to the farm on Jan. 9th. From 
his bed in the area before all the world. oo to suffer like the others; had pain in the 
answers were put and given in a voice loud enough to green matter, and 
by the epectator, of whom there was a godly thirst. Still suffers fre 4 
I ascertained on inquiry was a part of ordi His illness came on 
the without of coffee for some time, 
to practise is not granted in Pavia. y what experienced no ill effects. i, 
expedient there should be dangerous innovation in London, I offee. es 
am at a loss to conceive. use of coffee again, after drinking it twice ; 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, or thrice was seized with illness as before. He fancied the 
, May, 1966. A Lonpon Fsiiow. | coffee was not all right, as it had a bitter taste. The house- 
anid’ "that there was nothing in was all right.” 
time, said *‘ was ing in it—it was ight.” 
RUDMAN VERSUS ARMSTRONG. He saw the Ws 
al , ial i in the liver of the body by, in the 
aad hove wade bet hed net the ightest doubt of its 
which wish to be allowed to correct. I have very 
good reason for believing that Mr. Vinall was subpanaed with- | 
out in any way being informed of the nature of the evidence | paste, bad found no 
required. I also wish to state, that in the witness-box he on to 
acted in the most straightforward and gentlemanly manner, observed by him at the farm, was in substance similar to that 
and his evidence told decidedly against the plaintiff. 
I in Sir obedient servant, which I fully referred in my last letter; and he 
jour C. | Said that “when Dr. Heath first saw George Bushby 
" sore-throat, it was swollen, and of a deep-red colour. 
—_—_—_—_— of sore-tkroat in the case of Watso 
of discussion between Dr. Heath and , 
ee was a case of disease or poison : th 
ee ion of heat we would expect to find | 
casein But having heard the result of the 
made, he (Mr. Dodd) was ; 
by ursenic administered 
be 
symptoms 
of diphtheria’ 
portions of the body of John Bushby which were submitted to | pombe x me spe 
analysis. I may tell you that this result has surprised no one a hideny onde 18 
here in the profession who has watched the history of the A month afterwards examined a 
cases, for it was believed, long before the coroner’s inquest was that 
commenced, that the symptoms, on the whole, were hardly ae 
i cause. He hed Beahiy an 
takably to some irritant metallic poison. Popular instinct, | and she was suffering from — 
itined to bed perfectly helpless.—The coroner 
he was anxious to bring 
rs. bushby 
I here give you a condensed account of the coroner’s inqui y wi would to to New- ‘ 
oo far a it has gone, The cortfcate of death was produced, adjourned the inquest until the 24th of 
signed by Messrs. and Atkinson, assigning as the cause i 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, May 1ith, 1906. 
kin’s houses, to her illness on Thursday, Dec. 2ist, Qe | 
about an hour or two after a dinner of boiled beef and pudding. ° t 
Messrs. John and George Bushby, the housekeeper, and a Hedical Hebvs, 
same w dinner were seized with sickness | 
She hed math, vomiting, with thirst, but 4 on the | _ Contece or Surcrons or Encianp.— The 
next Saturday, commencing about an hour after breakfast. hosing i 
in mame tions for the diploma, were admitted Members of College 
See yeneonn eae pricking ins in her limbs, until the 29th at a meeting of the Court of Examiners on the 22nd inst. :— 
of January, when the Ser har Adams, Edward John, Chariton, Kent. 
which period she gradually recovered.—Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, | 
who lived at a cottage near the Bushbys, and occasionally Carver, Charles Handasyde, Nottingham. 
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Fair, Campbel Outerrard, Co. Galway. the disease, have y tended under the Divine blessing to 

florea Chari MA. bring abeut its rapul su 

Tue Great Norraern Hosrrtar has 

W. ceived the patronage and support of Earl Russell, K.G. 
Lory, “Thomas Franti the Earl of Dartmouth, the of Zetland, the Duchess of 
Morgan, Ric ewcastle, the Duchess of Gordon, ‘aunton, Lady 
ey ee Charlotte Denison. Two legacies have Jost been paid—viz., 

omas, ; per J. - 

ceeds of a at Willis’s Rooms ; also £21 per J. W. vite, 


on-the- Maine. 
Stevens, George Jesse Barnabas, road. 
The following were admitted Members on the 23rd inst. :— 


Evans, Julian Augustus Michael, Pinner. 
Malloch, Edward Cruikshank, M.D. Mec College, 


Montreal, Ottawa, w 
Parker, Leander Van Ess, M.D. New York, Nova Scotia. 


Milward, ff. 
Suuth, award Roberts, Dadiey. 


Tue Society for Relief of Widows and Orphans of 
Medical Men is in receipt of one gui pw Patong 
2 fee in di Between Moses, Lathan Simpson, both 


| 


M 
A.B. and M.B.; William Jackson Cummins, M.D.; 
illiam Christopher Townsend, M.D. 


CHOLERA LiverPoo..—It seems 


with whom will 


the care and rearing of children other than the pre- 
sent workhouse - on these subjects 
are solicited by committee, and should be addressed to 


Mr, Curgenven, 11, Craven-hill Gardens, W. 

Tae Third of the Commissioners i 
to inquire into the Origin and Nature of the Cattle Plague is just 
pablished Ape 250 p 

reports of the Scientific Committee, and is splendidly illus- 


eruptive fevers. We shall again notice the report when we 
have more space at 


Army Mepicat Departwent.—The annual general 


tended to secure annuities to the widows of 
of a small annual subscription. 

are 105 widows receiving ann 

£22 or according to the class to which their hus 


are now in a 
capital Society being u £78,000 ; 

contidently believed that there is a us of 
assets over liabilities. Notwi success, it is 
mittee, very few of the young officers of the present 
benetit of the w 
members.—The Benev iety was established in 1820, 
also James M ‘Grigor, and is distinct from the 


| 
a ) 
c Dramatic Club.” A vigorous effort is being made to extend 
the benefits of the hospital and to double the number of the 
a beds, which are constantly 
It is stated that seven candidates for the Membership, out of ven, and seconded by Dr. Hare, “ @ committee bo 
the twenty-eight who offered themselves for examination, | formed. ofthe following members: Dr. Tyler Smith 
a failed to acquit themselves to the satisfaction of the Court, | (the President), Mr. J. Brendon Curgenven and Dr. a ed 
pag and were consequently referred back to their hospital studies | (Hon. Sees.); Dr. Hardwicke, Deputy Coroner ; Mr. 
i. for six months. 4 Hart; Dr. Sandérson, Medical Officer of Health for 1% 
Gti, ton; Mr. Benson Baker and Mr. Sedgwick, 
Royal | associated Dr. Lankester, the Coroner for Central Middlesex, 
> osp. Greenwich. | j means i crime; to on 
Russell, B.D. Aberdecn (1988), “Challenger, of death of the best 
Bal A zs’ H The followi tl ing excessive infant mortality, and to su some plan for 
essed their examination in the Seience and Practice of Medi- 
ei. ine, and received certificates to practise, on the 17th inst. :— 
pi Gell, Thomas Silvester, Stafford. 
i The following gentleman also on the same day passed his | tra y upwards of forty coloured full-page plates to Dr. 
ii first examination :-— Sanderson’s, Dr. Murchison’s, and Dr. Bristowe’s ag be- 
Sanders, Richard Careless, London Hospital. paper Ten very plendd pathologie! tay of the diese 
Dr. Hawes, Principal of Grant College, Bombay, | patholog 
A Royat decree has been issued ordering the cattle par 
ur in the form o urous ey ran, e 
the festival of held in the zymotic class, and ally it with or 
i Tux returns of the cattle plague show but « very | i 
a: meetings of the Army Medical Officers’ Friendly and Benevolent 
of Societies were held at the Ship Hotel, yew er on the 
7 19th instant. The Friendly Society was ed in 1816, 
M‘Grigor, Director-General of the Army 
y Tar Wo , Medical Provident Institution hes edical Department. It is strictly a reversionary annu 
al been formed under the sanction of Sir Charles Hastings, M.D., 
4 D.C.L. (president); Mr. H. D. Carden, F.R.C.S. Eng. (vice- 
uM — t); and Dr. Williams, Dr. Inglis, Mr. Mr. 
4 alsh, Mr. Bishop, and Mr. Griffithes — all practitioners of 
7 —.. The acting medical officers are Messrs. H. J. Hill, 
At J.D. ery, John Rogers, and W. Woodward. Dr. William 
‘Woodward is honorary secretary. 
a 
| 
it. rriendiy Society. essen tially Charitable 
1 the purpose of granting pecuniary aid towards educating those 
t stances, and is supported chiefly by and subscriptions 
i from members of the Medical Devartment. ‘The Society mow 
which, together with subscriptions, is annually distributed 
% y last the sum of £565 was voted, in various amounts, 
between twenty-five families. It must be gratifying to the 
i. Department to know that so much is being towards re- 
J lieving the necessitous condition of the orphans of their deceased. 
Hi. brother officers. 
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Srcx Poor ry Worxmovsszs. 

THE Morning Advertiser observes that the parish authorities are resolved to 
die hard; but in appealing to the principle of local self-government they 
seem to forget that a principle is good only when it can be applied so as to 
work a practically beneficial result. Will the guardians of St. George's 
venture to say that the control by parochial management has worked bene- 
ficially for the sick poor in the workhouses? The guardians do not seem 
‘to have any idea that this is the way in which the question must be de- 
cided ; they do not say a word of the state of the sick poor under parochial 
management. In another article the Morning Advertiser pays a generous 
tribute to the labours of our Commission. 

A Constant Reader.—1. There was no breach of professional etiquette in the 
proceeding.—2. It would be better to mention the facts quietly to the 
former medical attendant, as such a course might prevent much ill-feeling 
and misunderstanding. 

Mr. Thos. Daiton.—Probably in our next number. 

L. P.—We are not aware that any graduates have been admitted during the 


Tae Testrwovia1 
To the Editor of Tux Lawcer. 
Sre,—The following subscriptions have been further received on behalf of 
the above Fund :— 
W. B. Irving, .. Newark (second) ... ... ... £10 
Thos. Robinson, »Alton(second) ... .. .. 0 5 0 
Hy. J. Mathew, Esq., ” Horsham 
ours 


145, Bishopsgate-street Without, May 23rd, 1866. 
The annexed circular has been forwarded to every known subscriber to the 


above Fund :— 
Gatrrmy Trstiontat. 

Dsar Sre,—The design for the above being completed, I am desirous 
to receive from individual subscriber to the Fund a written intimation 
as to whether it would be consistent with his desire and convenience to attend 
a banquet in London (say about 3 p.m. in the day), whereat to publicly present 
the Testimonial to Mr. Griffin. 

1 would also respectfully ask each subscriber to forward me, at his earliest 
a. his carte de visite, having his 


Ihave reton to belive that it would be mot agreeable to Mr. Griffin to 
Front attention to the oho will greatly oblige, 
ve 
Yours faithfully, 
Roszet Treasurer and Hon. Sec. 
145, Bishopsgate-street Without, London, May, 1866. 

Sydenham.—It has not yet been decided whether such an assumption is 
illegal. The 40th clause of the Medical Act is so ambiguous that lawyers 
differ very mach with respect to its meaning. As the clausé in question is 
& penal one, the judges will regard the meaning of the words employed, and 
not take into consideration the intention of the framers of the Act. 


7. H. M.—There is no such institution in England. By advertising, a home 


selves that all restriction’has been removed, and that the diploma of any 
licensing board, by qualifying the holder to place his name on the general 
Register, enables him to exercise his profession freely in all its branches.” 


s 
i 
i 


if 


iplomas; and unless some in 
pany will start into new life, and exercise their authority, as 
At present, while legisla- 
~\ ing, the C will no doubt be passive; but as soon as the 
been amended, you may rest 

College 


rotation, although the ho of and 
by the Act of 1668, we may raticipat 

w 


if 
3 


ance to 


Tas or 

Ws thank our correspondent for his letters. We think his views most sound 
and scientific, though, to be candid, we can scarcely say this much always 
for his spelling and his composition. He is not far wrong in his explana- 
tion of the fluctuation of English opinion on this subject. Still, as Engtish 
opinion on this question is tending to what we believe to be the side of 
truth, we had better, instead of occupying ourselves with the history of old 
disagreements, be diligent in observing new evidence, if the course of 
events should unfortunately supply this. 

A Country Practitioner is in the same state of mind as many of his brethren. 
It is to be hoped the Act will be amended, and then a better state of 
things may arise. 

Frater —The information is to be obtained in any recognised work on 


Obstetricy. 
An Old Subscriber would have to pass the preliminary examination. 


Trzatmeyt or 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Scx,—With reference to a letter in your journal of the 12th instant, signed 
A Junior Practitioner,” and headed as above, 1 beg to make the subjoined 
remarks. 

From long practice in the treatment of venereal affections, 1 have come to 
the following cenelusions :— 


chancre. 
2nd. while the instar, they oxo of 
rare occurrence as sequelz of the former. 
That mercury is necessary for the treatment of the primary Hunterian 
A...%. and for the removal of the induration which is left after it has 


5th. That when then: have made their 
im alterative doses is the most appropriate treatment their 
whether this remedy has been given - ng primary disease or not, 
with sarsaparilla and iodide 

6th. That lone totally yowerles nthe treatment of venereal 
one. whet Fem ; and that iodide of potassium, how- 

contin and the total quantity taken, is a 
does not effect a radical cure, the disease invariably 

chape or forms cova on fis 

“ Junior Practitioner” adduces, and requests advice as to the future treat- 
ment of, a case of protracted secondary syphilis, in nich various mercurial 
remedies have been employed for years withoat success, the disease 
as soon as the treatment is discontinued. I 
the first consideration should be to restore the patient's general health, 


air, pry effect thie, with the meantime, a 
remedies. When hi +1 
the best advice I can 3. m is to undergo a course of mercurial ea 
baths; and, notwi ryt varied mercurial treatment 
ergone, I have no hesitation in saying that, medial 


— use calomel combined with 


syphilis. — Your 
aux Surerow oy 
Walmer, Kent, May 


A M_D., (Liverpool.)—The Society for the Relief of Widows and Orphans of 
Medical Men is limited to residents within the London postal district. 


cal practitioner. 
A Now Medical Reader.—The gentleman named is a qualified member of the 


Dr. Parxzs’s Tazony oF Statrstics. 
To the Bditor of Tas Lancer. 
Srz,—In the chapter on Statistics in Dr. Parkes’s book on Hygiene, 


the 
has studied mathematics even superficially) can easily be shown by an ex- 
ample. The arithmetic mean of the nam! 6,7, 11, 20,18 ® Now 9 is 
not 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
q 
| 
wresent year | 
| 
secondary symptoms are of much less frequent occurrence than when the 
Giscase bas been left to itself or treated by non-mercurial remedies : 
Rossat Fow.er, M.D., 4th. That the soft venereal ulcer without induration may be safely treated 7 
a the vapour of water for these baths; but in my opinion the bisulphuret ’ 
mercury is much more effectual in inducing the constitutional effects of mer- ’ 
BR. M. W. is thanked for his communication. 
Theta,—The affection is a parasitic one, and must be treated with both local 
and constitutional remedies. 
Microscope —We cannot undertake to make the selection. Reference should 
be made to the advertising columns of this journal. There is no Society which affords relief to a medical man in time of sick- 
A Member.—The subjects for the Jacksonian Prizes will be announced next ness, except the Medical Benevolent, information concerning which may be 
week, obtained by application to Mr. Toynbee, Savile-row, London, W. 7 
or Scorcn Comroratrons. HZ. 8. Buller and a Journeyman Pastrycook.—Consult any respectable medi- 
Dennett's on Med 
S1a,—In Dr. Hughes Bennett’s observations on Medical Education, in your ; 
impression of the 12th instant, he states that “we may congratulate our- p sion 
nto a grave mistake by this statement. The licen- | PP- 465, 466, I find the following sentence :— ; 
ations ought to be informed that should any person “The mean number sought for is generally the arithmetic mean—that is, 
the number equidistant from the highest and lowest numbers, and standing 
in a definite relation to the whole series, so that the sum of all numbers 
above it is exactly equal to the sum of all numbers below it.” 
In this definition of the arithmetic mean there are two incorrect state- 
ments. First, it is xo¢ the number equidistant from the highest and lowest 
numbers. Secondly, the sum of all numbers above it is not exactly equal to 
is the sum of 2, 6, and 7 equal to the sum of _ ; __ 
have us believe. 
What Dr. Parkes ought to have said is, that the sum of the differences be- 
tween the arithmetic mean and the numbers lower than itself is equal to the 
sum of the differences between the arithmetic mean and the numbers higher 
than itself. In this instance each of these sums amounts to 13. 
1966, Oxsunven. May, 1966, A Navat Ovrices. 
. 
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Dr. George T. May, (Maldon.)—The sum subscribed for the testimonial to 
the late Mr. Wakley was some time since transferred to the Council of the 
Royal Medical Benevolent College for the purpose of founding a prize in that 
establishment, to be called the “ Wakley Prize.” It is somewhat surprising 
that our respected correspondent should not be aware of this fact, as it was 
fully announced in the pages of this journal, and mentioned at a meeting 
of the above College. 

Grossly Deveived.—The practice of giving a “character” for mere com- 
passion’s sake cannot be too strongly condemned. Fiat justitia ruat colum. 

Another Member, (Plymouth.)—The regulations for the Fellowship of the 
College will not be published for some weeks, when they may be obtained 
of the Secretary. 

My. Nunn’s interesting cases shall appear in an early impression, 


Poor-taw Revorm anp Vaccination. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Vaccination, and have forwarded my opinion on the Government Bill to the 
Committee. Mr. Bruce, the Chairman, has written Parlia- 
ment as follows :—“ Should the Committee on the Vaccination Bill decide 


Since the last list of subscriptions 
lowing :—F. Eaton, Grantham, 10s.; J. D. Hulme, Blaby, 5s.; F. S. Garlick, 
Halifax, 20s.; T. Crowther, Halifax, 10s.; W. Nowell, Halifax, 10s.; D, Mac- 


Royal-terrace, Weymouth, May 2ist, 1866. 


12, 


My Lozps the Dull“ for the better forwarded to 


considerati 8 
My object in now writing is to ask you to do the Poor-law medical officers 
the favour to receive a deputation from them, in order that they may ange 
upon your hon. Board the desirableness Teast < of 
———— named by them in their pro Bill, and that you will reeom- 
d them to Parliament for adoption, either as a distinct BL, or as ant of 
the intended Poor-law Continuance Bill. Any day after next 
that the Board may to receive deputation wil ive time fr me to com: 
nunicate the fact to the Poor-law medical officers through the medium of 
he medical journals, provided the on 
, otherwise I must ask for the ponement of the deputation until the 
Thave the honoar to be, my Lords and Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Gairrix, 


Chairman of the Poor-law Medical Reform Association. 
The Poor-law Board. 


A, J. should attend to Practical Chemistry and the Natural History Sciences 
during the summer session, and to Anatomy and Physiology, &c., during 
the winter term. 

Fosbrook,—It is quite unknown to us. There is probably some mistake. 

Toothless.—The work of Tomes. 

A Junior Practitioner.—Some statistics are given upon this subject in Mr. 
H. Lee’s third lecture, published in Tax Lancart on the 14th of April last. 

Careful has nothing to fear. 

Alethes.—Probably due to the cold and harsh character of the season, rather 
than to any other cause. 

M.B.—At the preliminary examination. 

Q. Q.—The hospital in question is situated in the Liverpool-road, Islington. 


To the Editor of Tux Lanczr. 


The following prescription I had given to a lady who was suffering from 
constipation and the abuse of strong aperients :— 
R Palv. rhei, gr. xx. 
Pil. coloe. co., gr. xii. 
Ext. nucis vom., gr. xii. 


take a she one too much. 
She then took the prescri to another chemist in this neighbourhood, 


she said; 
me.” She delined ‘to have ihe ils ov assuring her that the doses were 
in poisonous quantities. He told her at the same time that he rarely or 
never dispensed any of the late Dr. Mackenzie's prescriptions of 


publication of a number of important articles and communications, several 
of which have been for some time in type. 


Communications, Lurrans, &c., have been received from—Mr. J. R. Lane; 
Dr. Merriman; Dr. Leared; Dr. Fotherby; Dr. Fowler; Mr. Curgenven; 


Mr. Dancan; Mr. Godrich; Mr. Cope; Mr. Dale; Mr. Fry; Mr. Sargent; 
Mr. Pearson; Mr. Haines, Shrewsbury; Dr. Coppinger; Mr. Macfarlan; 
Mr. Carter; Mr. Hudson, Rathfriland; Dr. Fisher; Mr. Barber; Mr. Gill; 
Dr, Johnston, Darlington ; Mr. H. Williams; Mr. Buller; Mr. Macnamara; 
Dr. Waring; Mr. Martin; Mr. Buck; Mr. Cox; Dr. Turner; Dr. Tatham; 
Dr. Kealy, Gosport; Mr. Leonerd; Mr. Hunter; Dr. Dalton, Llandudno; 
Dr. Ricketts ; Dr. Guppy, Falmouth; Dr. Dewar, Kirkaldy ; Dr. Cuolahan ; 
Dr. Graham, Tavistock ; Mr. Abraham; M.D.; A Reader; Careful; L. P.; 


W. H.; G. T.; Alpha; R. B.; Syntax; A Non-Medical Reader; A. B.; 
A Constant Reader; &c. &c. 
Tux Toronto Globe and the Irish Furmers’ Gazette have been received. 


Biary of the Whe. 


Hosprtat. 


WsTMINSTER 
p.m. Prof. Ansted, “On the Application of Physical 


and Geology to the Fine Arts.” 
Wednesday, May 30. 


Mrpp.izsex 
Sr. Mazy’s Hosrrrat. 


—Operations, 14 
Sr. BarTHoLomsw's 
Sr. Taomas’s Hosrrtar, 
University Cottzes 2 p.m. 


Hosprrat. 
—8 r.u. Dr. Barlow, “On the Patho- 


Thursday, May 31. 
Cuwreat Loxpow leu. 
Sr. Grorex’s Hosrrtat. le. 
Lowpon Homs.—Operations, P.M, 
Roya OxtHorapic 


Boyat Lystiryriox.—3 “On Ethnology.” 
Friday, June 1. 

Horst 8 rat, Professor Noscoe, Opalescence of the 
Saturday, June 2, 

Se, Hoorrra. Operations, 1} Pat. 


Soorsry. 
logy of Cholera.’ 


Cottzes Hosritar. ions, 14 

Rorat Fass Hosprrat- ms, 14 P.M. 

Cuarine-cross Hosprrat. 2pm. 

Royat Iwstrrvtion.—3 P.x. Huxley, “On Ethnology.” 


TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LANCET. 


For 7 lines and under .........20 4 
For every additional line...... O 6| Por 
The average number of words in each line is eleven. 
the Office not later than Wednesday; those from the country must be 
accompanied by a remittance. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION TO THE LANCET. 


Unstamrxp. 


Six 

To go free by post.) 

Three Months .., ses ove oss 
Post-office Orders in be addressed to Grozes 
Lancer Ofice, 423, London, and made payable to him at the 
Strand Post-office. 


Tux Lancut may be obtained from every respectable Bookseller or Newemen 


in the World, 


b Dr. Brown, Aberdeen; Mr. Tinsley; Mr. Hobson; Dr. Prowse, Amersham ; 
‘yy Mr. Compton; Dr. Richards, Bryngolwg; Mr. Parker; Dr. E. Williams; 
4 Mr. Hearn; Dr. Workman; Mr. Harrison; Dr. Murray ; Dr. May, Maldon ; 
, Rev. W. Morrish; Mr, Welsh; Mr. Griffin; Mr. Myers, North Somercoates ; 
7 ian Dr. Taylor, Scarborough ; Mr. Harding ; Mr. Armstrong; Dr, G. 8, Smith ; 
4 a Sre,—I shall be obliged by your giving insertion to the annexed letter, A Country Mason; A. C.; G. L.; A Naval Medical Officer; J. F.; M. H.; 
iE addressed to the Poor-law Board, but to which I have not as yet received a M.D., Bruxelles; The Secretary of St. Bartholomew's Medical School ; 
q 
ba RicwaRp GRIFFIN. Monday, May 28. 
Sr. Marx’s Hosrrrat vor oy Ractuu.— 
Operations, 9 a.m. and 1} p.m. 
ta Faux Hosrrrar.—Operations, 2 
La acknowledged in these words —*] am t ) inform you that the rovisions Tuesday, May 29. 
ions, 1} 
| 
| 
Lowpo 
44 Ho 
| 
| 
Aq Srz,—On reading your article on “ Prescriptions” (Tax Lamcnr, April 28th), 
Le I am reminded of an instance that occurred to myself a short time since, 
ay which shows how an ignorant and unscrupulous chemist may prejudice a |] ———<— __————————— 
a patient against a medical man. 
} » Ddelladonae, gr. xii. 
¥ il. xii. divid. One to be taken daily tj j j j 
4 ho. On 10 ing at it. asked her, “ Do you know yo re tz two strc SY 
ngth as ordered. 
& Now, Sir, I think that if a chemist alters a prescription or declines to dis- 
= it without first communicating with the prescriber, he ought not to 
; the confidence of the profession. 
 Craven-hill-gardens, May 4th, J. 
4 Ow1na to the pressure upon our space, we are compeiled to postpone the 


